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22nd AGM 2017 Sue  Paul

To be held at the
The Cowshed,

Shelley Hall, Shelley
(See Events for more details)

Saturday 24th June 2017, at 2pm

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence  (Officers and
Council Members only)

2. Minutes of the 21st AGM held at
Felixstowe on 4th June 2016

3. Reports from the Council

4. Election of Chairman, Officers and Council
Members

5. Any other business (of which prior notice
has been given to the Hon. Secretary)

Disclaimer
The views expressed in this Newsletter are

those of the contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of Suffolk Gardens Trust. Whilst

every effort is made to check the information
provided, the editior and Suffolk Gardens Trust

cannot be held responsible for any
inaccuracies contained in this publication
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Contributions to the Autumn 
Newsletter should arrive

no later than
15th September 2017. 

Please contact the
Hon. Secretary

for details.

”Copyright Suffolk Gardens Trust 2017

From the Chairman

This is the last SGT Newsletter I am editing.
Frustrating at times but ultimately rewarding

when the various articles, events and
commentaries are put together by Deltaprint in
Sudbury to provide the good-looking finished
article.

As we have said before our Newsletter is the
envy of many other County Gardens Trusts and
this is due to the early examples set up by Polly
Burns, Nigel Surry and Tina Ranft. As with so
much at SGT, together they provided an excellent
blueprint for us to follow.

I will also be standing down as Chairman at
the AGM in June. It seems almost a custom to
hold the Chair for 4 years: it is certainly a good
time to pass this on to someone with new
enthusiasms, skills and knowledge.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my tenure. It is not
just the honour of representing you at the various
Gardens Trust’s symposiums and events in East

CONTENTS

From the Chairman 2

SGT Garden Tour 2017 3

The Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman
Victorian Plantsman and
Botanist 4

Capability Brown at Redgrave 8

Walled Kitchen Group 11

Suffolk Agricultural Association
Bi-annual Garden Conference 13

Events 2017 14

News in Brief 18

For the Diary 18

Books Worth Noting 19

Winter Lectures 19



S U F F O L K  G A R D E N S  T R U S T 3

Anglia and London but also the pleasure of being involved in the Capability Brown
Festival last year and trying to tell all and sundry what SGT does and stands for. There
is also the comradery of members while encouraging, noticing and promoting both
gardens and landscapes through our County.

I set myself two particular tasks during my Chairmanship – to increase the
membership numbers, and make SGT better known through Suffolk. I have probably
failed in both: as much as I encourage people to join, others find reasons to leave; and
friends still mention SGT to me as “that garden thing you do”.

There has also been that well-known struggle in any such voluntary organisation
to get members to come forward and help. New lifeblood is always needed and
everyone has talents we can use – sitting through one of our Quarterly Council
Meetings can soon enlighten as to the width of topics we try to cover. I always
encourage any member to do something to help.

Of course I have learned a lot. Jenny even thinks I can now identify a few more
plants, and I think my pruning techniques have improved. But overall I have learned
what we do is important, not just in bringing like minds together, and not just by
showing you the variety and wealth of wonderful gardens we have in Suffolk but also
how we can try to take forward what is good for future generations but both recording
and preservation.

With this in mind I urge you to sign up for this summer’s garden visits. Most of
these will provide you with an opportunity not available to others. For my own part,
I hope to give some of my future energy to SGT research and recording. 

I am reminded of a former BBC stalwart, John Ebdon, who used to end every
broadcast with “and if you have been listening, thank you”; similarly if you have been
reading the newsletters – Thank you. ■ SB

SGT GARDEN TOUR 2017
Our five-day tour this September is your chance to visit seven fabulous gardens
of the Loire, including Chenonceau, Valmer, Villandry and Rivau, with Michael
Warren.  A Suffolk man and keen gardener, Michael is a horticultural
photographer, writer and lecturer who is well-known nationally in the
professional gardening world. He knows the Loire area well, and his knowledge,
enthusiasm and approachability won him many friends on the SGT tour he led
to the French Riviera in 2015.  The tour is being managed for us by Brightwater
Holidays and details of the
itinerary and costs are on our
website.

Eleanor Soar will be glad to give
further information and will send
an application form on request.
You can email her at
eleanor.soar@gmail.com or
telephone 01473 327266



The Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman (1809–1890)

Victorian Plantsman and Botanist
Advolly Richmond

The Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman (1809–1890), was a
British missionary of Anglo-African descent; his great

success in founding churches and schools in Nigeria and the
Gold Coast, now modern day Ghana, has been very well
documented in the past, however his contribution to botany
and horticulture has been overshadowed by his religious
legacy. 

In 1997, Paul Ellingworth, wrote an article entitled
‘Freeman’s Case’, which stated that:

The period between 1857 and 1873 is naturally of less interest to missionary
historian, and the latter part of this period remains largely obscure.

Unfortunately for a garden historian this period was of the greatest interest, as this
was the time that Birch Freeman was actively collecting and cultivating plants on the
Gold Coast and corresponding with the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew.

An initial examination of Birch Freeman’s archive has revealed someone who was
not only devoted to his religion but also extremely passionate about plants and science.
His journals are peppered with full Latin names, which illustrated a deep
understanding of botany as well as the field of entomology.

Thomas Birch Freeman was born in December 1809 in a small village just outside
Winchester. His true heritage remains rather obscure at present. Missionary historians
have suggested that his father, Thomas, had been the son of a freed slave and his
mother, Amy Birch, was a housekeeper in the household where Thomas was employed
as a gardener. 

Very little is known about Birch Freeman until 1833, when at the age of 24 we find
him working as a botanist and head gardener at Orwell Park in Ipswich. This was the
seat of Sir Robert and Lady Arethusa Harland. 

In the same year on Saturday
29th June, The Suffolk Chronicle
/ Weekly General Advertiser and
County Express listed Birch
Freeman as one of the judges for
the Ipswich Horticultural
Society: 
...the second meeting for the
present year was held at the
Royal William Inn, and was
more numerously attended than
on any former occasion. The
judges were Mr Farrow, gardener
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to Sir Wm. Middleton, Mr Freeman, gardener to Sir Robert Harland and Mr Bircham,
nurseryman….

It would appear that the Harlands were also both very keen horticulturalists; Sir
Robert Harland was a Fellow of the Royal Botanical Society of London and in 1824
the plant Ipomoea speciosa (Morning glory) was featured in Curtis’ Botanical
Magazine which recorded that:
This is one of the most beautiful species of this extensive genus; ...introduced by the
late Right Hon. Sir JOSEPH BANKS, from the East Indies, in 1778. Our specimens
were communicated by Lady Harland, of Oswell [sic] Park, Ipswich; in whose stove
it flowered in August, September, and October, 1822.

Some sources have suggested that Birch Freeman was trained at the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Kew. In view of the Harlands’ horticultural interests and Birch Freeman’s
young age, it is highly likely that Sir Robert could indeed have been Birch Freeman’s
benefactor at Kew. Unfortunately Kew’s pre 1841 archival records have not survived;
therefore it is difficult to ascertain the true circumstances by which Freeman came
upon his vast botanical knowledge.

By 1837 Birch Freeman had become an active Methodist. Unhappy with this turn
of events, Sir Robert gave him an ultimatum his job or his God. This coincided with
a timely appeal by the Wesleyan Missionary Society which decided the matter for him
and Freeman chose the latter. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Society thought Freeman might better serve in West
Africa, especially due to the high prevalence of malaria and other fatal diseases which
had killed their previous missionaries. They calculated that there was a high
probability that his African heritage would give him some resistance to these diseases.
Consequently his survival in West Africa to the ripe old age of 80 is testament to their
judgement.

At the age of 29, as an ordained minister, Birch Freeman married the former
housekeeper at Orwell Park, Elizabeth Boote, and they departed from Gravesend for
the Gold Coast, West Africa. During their crossing he noted daily the weather, changes
in light and shade as well as the latitude and longitude.

Freeman considered himself to be an English gentleman and on his arrival it rapidly
became apparent that he possessed a natural empathy with the Gold Coast’s
indigenous people. He
observed their customs and
ceremonies and consistently
treated all Africans and
Europeans in the same
courteous manner. Birch
Freeman did become ill with
malaria, known as ‘seasoning
fever’, from which he
recovered. However Elizabeth
died within three months of
their arrival on the Gold Coast.

On Tuesday 29th January
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1839, Birch Freeman departed for the capital Kumasi, known as the city of blood,
armed only with a letter of recommendation and two soldiers. Freeman’s arrival at
Kumasi was greeted with polite respect but a great deal of suspicion and he was kept
under surveillance for several weeks before being granted an audience with king
Kwaku Duah (1797–1867). In order to pass the time he botanized at every
opportunity, always travelling with a telescope and several books of coloured
illustrations of orchids. In March he recorded that:
I saw a splendid species of Epidendrum clinging to a tree, at a considerable height
from the ground. Anxious to obtain it, I sent a person up the tree...the man having
obtained the plant, descended in safety

In 1840, not long after his visit to Kumasi, Freeman returned home to England in
order to raise funds for more missionaries. He visited Orwell Park and presented the
Harlands with rare plant specimens which he had collected; it has been recorded that
they had a special glasshouse constructed to house them.

Birch Freeman’s unlikely friendship with Kwaku Duah was sealed when he
returned to the Gold Coast with many presents including a phaeton carriage, which
had met the approval of Queen Victoria. Freeman recorded a wonderful conversation
with the king:
He [Kwaku Duah] asked me if palm wine could be obtained in England. I told him it
could not but the palm tree was grown... in large glass houses, heated by fire; [also]
thousands of plants and trees from ... all... parts of the world. I then... told him I was
looking after plants to take to England with me. He seemed slightly amused, and asked
if the plants I took home lived throughout the journey. I told him that several of them
were growing when I [last] left England.

On the Gold Coast, Freeman’s star continued to rise over the next few years until
a dispute with the Missionary committee caused him to resign. In 1860 he built a
house in Accra where he established a 14-acre model farm called Beulah Gardens. At
Beulah he collected and cultivated many
trees, shrubs and vegetables and would
almost certainly have sent seeds and plants
back to the UK.

Sir Francis Burton (1821–1890), a
British explorer and writer, travelled to
Accra in 1862 intent on visiting Beulah
Gardens, which demonstrates that
Freeman had achieved some recognition in
his field. Burton published his travels in
the Geographical Review between 1873
and 1874, noting amongst many things
that:
[Freeman’s] coffee shrubs...are all grown
from seeds. Mr Freeman owned about
8000 shrubs of all sizes.

Around 1869 the main coffee grown in
the British colonies was Coffea Arabica,
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and it was widely reported that their plants, were being destroyed by a fungal leaf
disease, Hemileia vastatrix. Birch Freeman was instrumental in the introduction of
Liberian coffee to England through the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. In 1872 he
recommended that they forward this Coffea Liberica to Ceylon as a possible
replacement for their now much-debilitated product and wrote:

I have the honor [sic] to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter...with
the accompanying copy of a letter from Dr Hooker, of the Royal Gardens at Kew,
inquiring [sic] after seeds of the native, or Liberian Coffee tree.

From what I have experienced of the habits of this variety of coffee, I am of [the]
opinion that [if] it be desired to introduce it to Ceylon to as great an extent as may be
practicable the berries... would travel safely.

Freeman goes on to describe the process by which the successful harvest, storage
and transportation of the coffee seeds could be achieved without destroying their
viability. The following April, Freeman wrote to Hooker:
I am very glad to find that the coffee seeds changed hands in good condition and I shall
feel a pleasure in sending you more seeds.

Later that year at the age of 64, he formally returned to the ministry and continued
his religious pursuits while corresponding with Kew and the local government in
Ceylon.

In 1874 William Bull, a nursery man from Chelsea advertised Coffea Liberica in
his trade magazine. This name was adopted by Mr William Hiern who then published
a description of the plant using the botanical nomenclature of Coffea Liberica Bull. ex
Hiern. 

Birch Freeman died on 12th August 1890. In November of that year the Kew
Bulletin published the following:
... seeds were obtained from the Rev. T.B. Freeman, who had a small plantation of the
coffee on the Secoom River near Accra. The plants raised from these seeds at Kew
were the first grown in this country. 

There is no doubt that Birch Freeman collected, nurtured and shared far more
seeds and specimens with people in the United Kingdom than we can at present
acknowledge. With further research, the Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman’s botanical and
horticultural legacy will finally begin to emerge. 
_____________________

Illustrations
1. Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman (1809-1890) T. A. Dean after Marshall Claxton, c.1840.  National Portrait Gallery.
2. Orwell Park 1834, British Library. 
3. Delivering the phaeton carriage to King Kwaku Duah, Nov. 1841
4. Liberian coffee tree next to C.Arabica shrub with H. vastatrix. G. A. Crüwell’s Liberian Coffee in Ceylon. 

1878. British Library

Advolly Richmond is an independent researcher in Garden, Landscape and Social
History based in Shrewsbury. She is a trustee of the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust, a
member of the Shropshire ‘Parks and Garden's Trust’ and she sits on the Gardens Trust
Events Committee. Through her Royal Horticultural Society training and qualifications
she went on to achieve an MA in Garden History from the University of Bristol.
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Capability Brown at Redgrave
Edward Martin

In 1763 Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown embarked on his first two works in Suffolk– in
the west at Branches Park in Cowlinge for Ambrose Dickens and in the north at

Redgrave Park for Rowland Holt (c.1723–86). The Redgrave estate had been
purchased in 1702 by his great-uncle, Lord Chief Justice Sir John Holt, from the Bacon
family, but the Hall was much older, having been built between 1545 and 1554 by Sir
Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal.  

The initial contract may have been for landscaping the park, but it soon escalated,
before 1768, into a contract for substantial alterations and additions to the old house,
doubling it in size by adding a whole new range in classical style in front of the Tudor
house, which was itself encased in austere Suffolk white bricks to match the new work.
Brown had started his architectural work at Croome Park in Worcestershire in the
early 1750s and by the 1760s he had remodelled several country houses, adding both
decorative and functional buildings to their parks and had even designed a church.
Much of the practical work was, however, delegated to his associates – Henry Holland,
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a master builder of Fulham, was responsible for the brickwork and masonry and John
Hobcroft did the carpentry. They received £9,440 of the £10,000 that Brown was paid
for the work at Redgrave in the ten years up to its completion in 1773. The result has
not won unqualified approval – Dorothy Stroud in her major study of Brown’s work
refers to its ‘somewhat monotonous nine-window facades ... the only relief to which
was the tetrastyle Ionic order which was applied to the centre of the south front, and
supported a pediment in which were set the family arms’.

In addition to the house, Brown was also responsible for the red-brick stables, a
seven-bay orangery, a domed folly lodge or eyecatcher called the ‘Temple’, and a
‘Water House’ beside the far end of the lake. This lake was created out of an existing
river and two large ponds that flanked a causeway and bridge that Sir Nicholas Bacon
had constructed. In 1568 Bacon wrote in a letter that ‘My desyer is that the bridge may
stand iuste in the mydest betwene both heedes of that parte of the Ryver, that the bridg
doth go over, and so shall the mydest of that water be iuste agaynst the mydest of my
house, as the bridge is.’  His language is not the clearest, but he seems to be saying that
he wanted the bridge to be aligned with the centre of his house. The mention of
‘heedes’ (ie ‘heads’) may be a reference to the ends of the ponds. The causeway and the
ponds were seen when the lake was very low in the 1970s and the causeway can still
be seen under the water of the lake in aerial photographs.

The creation of the broad serpentine lake was underway by 1766 when Brown
noted that its construction had involved additional expenditure. It must have been
largely completed by October 1771, when the Hon. William Hervey visited and noted
‘at Redgrave park the water very fine’. He was less impressed with the park, noting ‘no
timber, all pollards’, and he was still unimpressed when he visited in 1786, commenting
that there was ‘not much fine timber in the park tho’ much wood’.  Unfortunately,
Brown’s original plans do not seem to have survived, but an estate map of 1803 does
give a guide to the work carried out.  It shows the park with a substantial wood (‘The
Nursery’ in 1856 and ‘The Shrubbery’ in 1886) and shelter belt on its north side and
lesser belts on its southern and south-west sides, shutting out the views from the house
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to the roads that flank those sides; Hervey noted ‘a double ha-ha’ (now a substantial
ditch) for that adjacent to the ‘turnpike road’. Within the park, the map shows
discontinuous belts and clumps of trees bordering the lake, and in the wider park some
Brownian rounded clumps and scattered individual trees. The map also shows a
straight avenue of trees from the west entrance to the front of the house and another
avenue on almost the same alignment stretching from a clump of trees masking the
stables to a point near the eastern border of the park. Many old lime trees of the second
avenue still survive and show that it had a double row of trees on its north side. The
formality of these avenues suggests that they belong to a pre-Brownian design. Some
of the old pollards noted by Hervey also still survive.

Brown’s octagonal ‘Temple’ or Roundhouse still survives on the south-eastern edge
of the park, though it is now in need of repair. Designed as an eyecatcher on the rising
ground on the far side of the lake, it too was executed in ‘white’ brick (actually grey, with
whiter bricks at its corners), which makes it stand out against the dark background of
the woodland behind it. The entrance, facing the Hall, also has a white-painted Tuscan-
columned and pedimented timber doorcase. A discreetly sited chimney to the rear serves
fireplaces in the principal rooms on the ground and first floors – the remainder of the
accommodation being just a staircase, passages and an attic under the dome.

The ‘Water House’, in a dip below the Temple, has a classical facade on the gable
end facing the Hall, constructed in white brick, limestone and flint nodules. The flint
is massed together in bands in the lower half of the wall to simulate vermiculated
rustication. It is also, unusually, used for blocks of ornament that interrupt the lines
of the pediment. Both the brick and the flints bear traces of whitewash, indicating a
uniform white facade that was only relieved by the doorway and a lunette window
(serving an upper room) above it. The building was enlarged, probably in the
nineteenth century when it became the gamekeeper’s cottage, by the addition of a lean-
to range on its west side. A bridge formerly crossed the tail of the lake in front of this
display elevation, making its plain three-bay east side less noticeable. This bridge
disappeared between 1856 and 1886. Nearby were kennels, which have also
disappeared, as has a boathouse on the opposite side of the lake’s tail.

A large walled kitchen garden existed (but camouflaged within woodland) to the
west of the Hall by 1805, but its walls were dismantled in the 1970s. This garden was
divided from the park on its west side by a ha-ha, but linked, in Victorian times, by
walkways on its east side to the gardens surrounding the Hall. The existing white brick
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lodge at the western entrance was added in 1859, the work of architectural firm of
Beadel, Son and Chancellor of London and Chelmsford. Another probable nineteenth-
century addition was an icehouse in the wood to the north of the Hall. The brick
chamber of this is largely above ground, but set within a tall earthen mound. 

On the death of Rowland’s brother, Thomas Holt, in 1799 the estate passed to his
nephew Admiral George Wilson. The Holt-Wilsons, as they became, moved out of the
Hall in 1898 and the house was let to tenants – Godfrey Walter (co-proprietor and
printing manager of The Times newspaper), the Horsfall family (famous for their Great
Dane dogs) and later Brigadier-General Lord Playfair. In the 1930s it was let as a hotel
and country club. During World War II it was used by the army (the Derbyshire
Yeomanry, the Highland Light Infantry and the Royal Signals) and the northern part
of the park was covered by rows of huts for the 65th General Army Hospital of the
United States. The area to the south of the lake, known as the Warren, was covered
by the huts of Prisoner of War Camp 231 (later a camp for refugees from Poland and
Ukraine). The brick water tower that still stands there formerly served this camp.

The architect Basil Oliver produced plans for updating the Hall in 1937, but after
the war it was in a poor condition and largely demolished in 1947, leaving just the
central part of the original Tudor range standing. This became ruinous and was finally
demolished 1968–1970. The orangery too was demolished in the 1960s. The stables
were partly demolished and converted into a house in the 1970s after the park was sold
to the Topham family

But despite all these losses, the lake and much of the grassland and trees of the
park do survive to give a strong flavour of Brown’s work at Redgrave.

Acknowledgement – I am very grateful to Mrs Ann Topham for an opportunity to
visit Redgrave Park and to Tim Holt-Wilson and the Redgrave Estate Archive for
permission to reproduce the 1803 map.  ■ EM
______________________

1. Sandeen, E.R., ‘The building of Redgrave Hall, 1545–1554’, Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology
vol. XXIX pt. 1, 1961, pp. 1-33. 

2. Colvin, H., A Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600–1840, New Haven and London 1995, pp. 165-7.
3. Stroud, D., Capability Brown, London 1975, pp. 112-3.
4. Hervey, S.H.A. (ed.), Journals of the Hon. William Hervey in North America and Europe from 1755 to 1814, 

Suffolk Green Books no. XIV, Bury St Edmunds 1906 pp. 232 and 377.
5. http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/redgravehistory/holt/holtpark.htm. Map reproduced here by kind permission of the 

Redgrave Estate Archive.

Walled Kitchen Gardens Group
Peter Cunard

Equipped with long john thermals, a hip flask, strong boots and a good head covering,
life couldn't be more fun. Well that's what most members of the Walled Kitchen

Garden Group think on four or more Saturday afternoons during the winter months.
This season the group has managed four really interesting visits; all have something

totally different about them, which of course make for a fascinating afternoon.
Most members of the group see themselves as something resembling Inspector



Morse or Hercule Poirot. The hidden secrets of most of the gardens visited can go
back to when the actual garden was built, in some cases two or three hundred years
or more. Many of the visits reveal secrets that the current owners had no clue about
so the value of what the SGT does is enhanced, yet again, by recording these places for
the benefit of society as a whole.

The prize in this season’s visits has to be the visit to Boxted Hall in West Suffolk.
Where to everyone’s surprise there turned out to be the remains of two walled gardens.
The family itself, the Weller-Poleys, has been there since the late 14th century in the
reign of Richard II in 1392. So to find the descendants of the same family still in
residence, and remains of seriously old fruit trees and glasshouses on site, made it a
special day for the group. One of the documents found during the research process is
this painting of the Hall from 1767, which shows the walled garden at the rear, and
running through it the River Glem that today feeds the moat around the Hall.

by permission of Boxted Hall

The size of the gardens is confirmed from a report in The Garden magazine of
June 1873, “The kitchen garden, though so near the water line, is fruitful, and contains
some nice Vineries and several other glass houses. Peaches do well on the wall, which
are well furnished.”

Also during the research, an interview conducted by one of the group with one of
the currently longest living relatives painted a wonderful picture of the time.

Ms Sheila Peers, born in 1917, remembers her visits to Boxted very well. 
“The Hall itself was always crammed full of furniture. The outside of the Hall was

remodelled in 1900 by Aunt Ethel (Mrs Ethel Weller-Poley), who complained of the
‘terrible draughts’; she employed a local builder who recommended building a red
brick façade which involved a mock Tudor back to the Hall. The original building
was plain white stucco. Her husband, George Weller-Poley, known as ‘Squire’ by
everyone including his wife, was an eccentric. He never went to school and got married
very late in life. He was a very good shot and Boxted Hall was well respected as one
of the finest shoots in Suffolk. He used to go to Scotland to shoot on an estate that he
was also involved with.

“I also remember being taken by Uncle ‘Squire’ on moorhen egg hunts around the
estate, we then ate the eggs for tea – ‘they were simply delicious’. Uncle Squire was also
very keen on weeding the lawn, and spent many hours doing this by hand.”

Her fondest memories are visiting at Easter and being given yellow peaches grown
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in the glasshouses. There were six full-time gardeners then, with one gardener
permanently employed just to look after the glasshouses, and another entirely on
clipping trees and hedges. All the gardeners were housed in the village, there were not
thought to be houses on the actual estate. Mr Snell, the head gardener’s first job in the
morning was to always bring a large bunch of flowers to the Hall to make
arrangements for the rooms.

Visits to most walled gardens reveal lots of extraordinary facts and prove to be a
great way to put your garden knowledge to good use. The Walled Kitchen Garden
Group is always keen to hear from potential members. Please contact WKGG
Chairman, Peter Cunard at pcunard@globalnet.co.uk for more details.  ■ PC
*Boxted Hall is available to hire for private functions. Website:boxtedhall.com

Some of the intrepid walled garden group on a mission…

Suffolk Agricultural Association Bi-annual Gardening Conference

A CELEBRATION OF BRITISH GARDENS
Thursday 2nd November 2017

At the Events Centre, Trinity Park, Ipswich
10.00am - 3.30pm

Draft  Programme
Chairman – Giles Coode-Adams

A Past President of the Royal Horticultural Society

A Feast of Glorious Gardens – Open to all
George Plumtre – Head of the National Gardens Scheme
English Homes and Gardens with Gertrude Jekyll

Caroline Holmes  -  Suffolk-based garden historian

Conservatories and Greenhouses – present and future
John  Lawson  – Alitex  Greenhouses, Petersfield, Hants

The Gardeners Gardens of Britain – with a look at the “New Naturalism”
Keith Willey - Garden creator and past manager of “The Garden House” in

Devon, noted for its leading-edge horticulture

Tickets at a concessionary price for SGT members
£40 including coffee, hot lunch and tea.

Call Suffolk Show Office – 01473 707118. Online Booking to follow
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EVENTS 2017
SATURDAY 29th APRIL, 10.30am  EM
Garden Archaeology Morning at Euston Hall
By kind permission of the Duke and Duchess of Grafton   
This is an unrivalled opportunity to view and
study elements of five phases of garden
design spanning five centuries, including
work by some of England’s greatest garden
designers.  John Evelyn visited and
commented in the 17th century, both William
Kent and Capability Brown revised and
augmented the landscape in the 18th
century, and after more alterations in the 19th and 20th centuries, Justin Spink
has designed new elements for the 21st century.
Edward Martin and Edward Wortley will direct us through the history of the
estate and the gardens, and Andrew Blenkiron will help guide us around and
will point out some of the recent restoration work that he talked about on our CB
300 day last July.
10.15  Tea and coffee on arrival in The Old Kitchen of Euston Hall.
10.45  Welcome by Andrew Blenkiron, Euston Estate Director, followed by
presentations by Edward Wortley, Estate Archivist, and Edward Martin.
11.30  Move off for a walk through the gardens and grounds, returning at
about 13.30pm.
The tour will involve a fair amount of walking, some of it over uneven ground, so
care must be taken going round; sturdy footwear and clothing are a must.
Cost: Members  £5.00   Guests  £7.50
Directions: Euston Hall is on the A1088 3 miles south of Thetford and 12 miles
north of Bury St. Edmunds.
Exiting the A14 at the Woolpit and Ixworth junction proceed north towards
Ixworth. After about 5 miles turn right on the A143 at a roundabout. After
½ mile, turn left at the next roundabout, onto the A1088. Euston is about
5 miles further, travelling through Ixworth Thorpe and Fakenham Magna. Look for
a sign on the left Euston Estate Office and then about 200 yards further turn right
through the metal gates and over the bridge to the parking area ahead.
Please note that numbers are to be limited to 50.

SUNDAY 14th MAY, 2.30pm  SB
Wenhaston Grange  Wenhaston  Halesworth  IP19 9HG 
By kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. Bill Barlow
Our guided visit is being shared with the Suffolk
Cottage Garden Society.
Wenhaston Grange has records going back to
the 1300s.  The 3 acres of varied gardens are
long established and have been extensively
landscaped and enhanced over the last 15
years. 
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A stone terrace fronts the elevation of the house with pathways featuring rose
and espalier arches.  Long herbaceous borders, fine old trees and a series of
garden rooms created by beech hedging: each with its own planting scheme
allowing vistas through.
Teas available.
Cost: Members  £5.00    Guests  £6.00
Directions: From the A12 north of Yoxford and Darsham take the A144 on the
left towards Halesworth.  Proceed through Bramfield and just beyond Halesworth
Golf Club on your right, take the turning to the left signposted Walpole 2.  The
Grange is about ½ mile on the left.

SATURDAY 20th MAY, 2.30 pm  SB
Methersgate Hall  Sutton  Woodbridge  IP12 3JL
By kind permission of Jamie and Susie Lowther-Pinkerton
A large garden dominated by a magnificent
view down the Deben estuary. The present
gardens were set out and planted by John
Quilter  and Cecil Andrews in the late 1970s
and the owner’s mother extended and
improved upon them. The current owners have
been there since 2004.
Methersgate is an early summer garden. The
hedges and structure are of interest and
include a number of interesting features including a memorial stone bench to the
owners’ forebears who died in the Great War.
Teas  provided.
Cost:   Members  £7.00     Guests  £8.50
Directions:  On the A12 there are 3 roundabouts on the Woodbridge bypass.
Going north take the 3rd one and turn right on the A1152 towards Bawdsey
and Melton. At the bottom of a hill cross the traffic lights and continue over the
railway line. After about a quarter mile take the right hand turning at a small
roundabout and continue towards Bawdsey on the B1083. Keep right at a
junction and continue until Sutton.  On the right are two brick piered entrances
and drives – take the first. Continue down the drive to the Hall

SATURDAY 10th JUNE, 2.30pm  SB
Green Farm  Monewden  Woodbridge  IP13 7DN
By kind permission of Lord Rose of Monewden
The gardens and grounds spread out from the house and extend to over 30
acres, being one of the highest spots in the area. In front of the house are
enclosed flower borders and a pond with a duck island. Behind the house are
two new gardens designed by Xa Tollemache; one with herb borders and
herbaceous borders, the other centred by two interlocked reflective pools.  These
lead out over two bridges to the grounds beyond. Roses abound.
There are 150 fruit trees, wild flower meadows with orchids and daffodil islands.



A walled garden grows espaliered fruit, vegetables and cutting flowers and
hedges and mounds disguise and lead you round to ponds and a small wood.
Teas provided
Cost: Members  £7.00     Guests  £8.50
Directions: Monewden lies west of Wickham Market. From the A12
Woodbridge bypass at the second roundabout turn to Grundisburgh, the
B1079. Proceed  past Grundisburgh and Clopton towards Otley. At a junction
with the B1078 signposted to Wickham Market, turn right and about 100 yards
later turn left to Monewden. Keep to this road for 3 miles when there is a turning
to the right to the village but keep round the left hand bend for about ½ mile
when the house is on the left, and the parking 100 yards up the hill on the left. 

SATURDAY 24th JUNE  SB
AGM at 2 pm at The Cowshed, Shelley Hall, Shelley  
This is to be followed at about 3pm with a visit to the gardens at
Shelley Hall  Shelley  Hadleigh  IP7 5QX
By kind permission of Tessa and Andrew Scott
The gardens lie to the south and east of the fine sixteenth-century Hall.  The
moated island was the subject of a Channel 4 series – Lost Gardens with Monty
Don, when it was replanted to original designs.  There are also flower and shrub
borders and specimen trees in the adjoining meadow.  A kingfisher might keep
us company.
Teas provided
Cost: Members £2.50 (for the tea)   Guests £8.00
Directions :  From the A12 between Ipswich and Colchester take the B1070 to
Hadleigh. The road winds for 1½ miles into Raydon. After a further ¼ mile turn
left down the hill signposted to Shelley. After a mile cross a narrow bridge turn
left into the grounds with the Church on your right.

SATURDAY 15th JULY at 6 pm    SGT Garden Party  SB
Wyken  Hall  Stanton  Bury St. Edmunds  IP31 2DW 
By kind permission of Sir Kenneth and Lady Carlisle
A most interesting collection of gardens and
ideas in the grounds surrounding the sixteenth-
century Hall.  Passing the cottage garden on the
approach there is the Quincunx, an
interpretation of the design by Gertrude Jekyll at
Knebworth with a central gentle fountain.
Moving past the Red Hot border there are a
succession of garden rooms designed by Lady
Arabella Lennox-Boyd on the east side of the
Hall.  The extensive rose garden beyond, leads to the garden pond.  To the left
the Dell is lined with Betula utilis var. Jacquimontii while ahead lie the Maze and
the Nuttery which leads to the Gazebo.
Cost: Members £10.00     Guests £12.50
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Directions: Take the A143 north from Bury St. Edmunds and the A14.  Proceed
through Great Barton to the Ickworth bypass.  At the second roundabout turn right
– signposted to Wyken Vineyard.  Proceed for 1 ¼ miles and turn left.  Proceed
to Deliveries entrance and car parking is on both sides of the road.
Please note: After the Garden Party some members might like to dine at the famed and
recommended Leaping Hare Restaurant. Bookings by telephone to 01359 250287

SATURDAY 29th JULY, 2.30pm  JD
Daws Hall  Henny Road  Lamarsh  Bures  CO8 5EX
By kind permission of Major Iain Grahame
The ornamental gardens of about 2 hectares sit in a nature reserve of over 10
hectares in the beautiful Stour valley. The Hall dates back to 1530, and the
gardens were started in the 1960s. As well as being famed for over 100
different roses and 80 clematis varieties, there is a wild flower meadow and a
large variety of specimen trees and shrubs.
Teas provided.
Cost:   Members  £7.00   Guests  £8.50
Directions:  Leaving the centre of Sudbury on the A131 to Halstead go over the
River Stour and under the railway bridge. Immediately after turn left to Ballingdon,
Henny Street and Lamarsh. Proceed for about 3½ miles on this small road beside
the river and, just before Lamarsh, Daws Hall is on the left.

SATURDAY 12th  August, at 2.30pm  HB
Freston House  Freston  Ipswich  IP9 1AF
By kind permission of Andrew and Judy Writtle
Freston House is a large Georgian former rectory
set in 20 acres of grounds.  Originally parkland,
the majority of the formal gardens were created
by the present owners from 2006 onwards. At
the rear of the house are three colour-themed
gardens: white, yellow and purple. The planting of mainly perennials extends the
flowering season; irises are followed by alliums and lupins, then geraniums,
nepeta and alstroemerias and finally dahlias, asters, perovrskia and aconites.
Other gardens include “hot” borders, rose and shrub borders, a traditional
cottage garden, winter garden well as woodlands which are being filled with
over 1,000 different varieties of hostas.
Teas provided.
There will be a plant sale in aid of the church.
Cost: Members  £7.50    Guests  £9.00
Directions: Exit the A14 at junction 56 towards Ipswich A137.  Descend the hill
with ski slope on the right and take the second turning off the roundabout onto
B1456 towards Shotley.  Drive along the Strand under the Orwell Bridge. As the
road leaves the river turn right by an abandoned pub and follow the road passing
the church at a crossroads by a former water tower.  Turn right to Freston, pass the
Village Hall, and Freston House is on the right.

EVENTS 2017
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News in BRIEF
A Gardening Project at CHANTRY PARK
Are you interested in supporting the Ipswich based charity ActivLives with their
recently launched gardening project  Branching Out – Growing Together that will
enable elderly people who are wheelchair bound and/or with strokes and similar
conditions to get involved  in an outdoor community setting based at the Walled
Garden at Chantry Park, Ipswich? If so, for further details please tel: 01473 345 350
or email: active/.org.uk/activgardens.

Why not an ALLOTMENT?
For those of us who see exercise rather than abstinence as a possible answer to the
excesses of the festive season, taking on an allotment might be the answer – and might
also provide  additional satisfaction from growing our own fruit and vegetables.
Whatever the truth  of the matter, there are no signs of slackening in demand for
allotments at Bury St Edmunds, where all 327 belonging to the Council are fully
occupied with a waiting list of 43, while at Sudbury all 41 are taken leaving a waiting
list of 10. And the cost? Just £50.00 a year.

New Protective Pledges for ANCIENT TREES
Historic England is best known for its work with buildings and monuments, but it
also cares about the natural environment. Hence the news of a firm commitment to the
protection of ancient and other rare trees is welcome. The author of this initiative,
Historic England’s Director Chris Smith, signed the Ancient Trees Forum’s concordat
at a meeting  with Russell Miller, its Director, and other trustees, setting out a vision
for safeguarding such trees, and was joined by cosignatories including the National
Trust and the Arboricultural Association. 

For the DIARY
• 4 March 2017. Cambridgeshire
Gardens Trust, Hemingford Abbots
Village Hall, PE28 9AH/ Study Day
‘The Walled Garden. 10.30 – 4pm.
Speakers include Head Gardeners
from Holkham Hall and Luton Hoo.
Tickets must be ordered at least one
week in advance, please contact Alan
Brown tel: 01480 811 941 or email:
admin@cambsgardens.org.uk.

• 14 March - 10 Sept.  2017. The

Fitzwilliam  Museum, Trumptington
Street, Cambridge,’Honey from
Many Flowers,’ Carl Wilhelm Kolbe
and Salomon Gessner’s Idyll. Prints
and landscape drawings after the Swiss
artist Salomon Gessner (1730–1788)
and Carl Wilhelm Kolbe (1759–1835),
which capture the Romantic period’s
preoccupation with the pastoral idyll
and delight in the natural world. For
further details, please tel: 01224 332
900.



Don’t forget the last lecture:-

Saturday 25th March at 2.30pm at Woodbridge Community Centre IP12 4AJ
“The Garden in Art”     by David Marsh

WINTER LECTURES
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• 18 March 2017. Suffolk Wildllife
Trust. Botanical and Wildlife
Painting Carlton Marshes Education
Centre, Burnt Hill Lane, Carlton
Colville, 10.00am – 1.00pm. Join
professional botanical and natural
history artist Ruth Wharrier on this
enjoyable and supportive workshop,
looking at a range of botanical
drawing and watercolour techniques.
Cost £25.00. For course details please
tel: 01473 890 089.

• 13 May 2017. Suffolk Record
Office, Ipswich. Talk,  Bryan
Theobald, ‘The Perennial Mr Potter
– the Story of a Suffolk Gardener.
’Cost: £7.50. For further details,
please tel: 01473 263 910.

• 28 May 2017. Helmingham  Hall
in Partnership with Plant Heritage,
Spring Plant Fair with Artisan
Market. 10am – 5.00pm. This
promises to be bigger and better than
ever before, with specialist nurseries

and new artisan and conservation
zones. For further information, please
contact either Sarah Cooke tel: 01473
822400 or Katy Day on 01473
890799,
email: events@helmingham.com.

• 17 Sept  2017. Helmingham Hall
in Partnership with Plant Heritage,
Autumn Plant Fair. For further details
see above.

• 19 Sept. – 23 Sept. 2017.
Hadleigh Festival of Gardening and
Art. 8.00am – 5.00pm daily. A
celebration of all  things horticultural
and artistic fused together, promising
something for everyone, honouring the
artist and plantsman Cedric Morris
(1889-1982), who lived and worked in
Hadleigh There will be talks on the
artist by Maggi Hambling while his
skills as a plantsman will be explained
by Sarah Cook. Further details from
Jane Snowdon, Festival Secretary
email: snowdonjane@hotmail.co.uk
and www.visithadleighsuffolk.co.uk.

Books WORTH NOTING
New Wild Garden: natural style planting and practicalities. Ian Hodgson. (Frances
Lincoln 2016) (£25.00)

The Making of the English Gardener: Plants, Books, And Inspiration 1550-1660.
Margaret Willes (Yale University Press 2011) (£25.00).

The Hidden Life of Trees. Peter Wohlleben (Greystone Books Ltd 2016) (£16.99).
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