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26th AGM 2021 
 

To be held in 
The Cathedral Lecture Theatre 

Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LS 
 

Tuesday 27 July 2021 at 3.00 pm 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
(Officers and Council only) 

 

2.  Minutes of the 25th AGM held 
online via Zoom on 30 
September 2020 

 

3.  Reports from the Council 
 

4.  Election of Officers and 
Council Members 

 

5.  Any other business (of which 
prior notice has been given to 
the Secretary) 

 
 

 
 

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are 
those of the contributors and do not 
necessarily   represent those of The Suffolk 
Gardens Trust. Whilst every effort is made 
to check the information provided, the 
editor and the Suffolk Gardens Trust 
cannot be held responsible for any 
inaccuracies contained in this publication. 

 

Do you have any suggestions for 
topics to cover in our 

Newsletter? 
If so, we would be delighted to 

hear from you. 
Please contact the Editor with 
news articles, garden research, 

photographs, etc. 
 

Contributions to the Autumn 
Newsletter should arrive no later 

than 1 August 2021. 
Please contact the editor 

sgt-newsletter@hotmail.com 
 

© Copyright: Suffolk Gardens Trust, 
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From the Chairman 
 

 
It seems, and is, only a few weeks ago that we sent you all a copy of A Short History 
of the Trust on its 25th Anniversary, written by Nigel Surry, a founder member. This 
has been well received, and I hope it will remind us all of the aims and benefits of 
membership, as well as the achievements of the past years. 

In what was to have been our Celebratory Year, it was particularly galling to 
have to cancel all our events, although it did mean that many of us became more 
quickly acquainted with technology than we would have imagined. The delayed AGM 
was held on Zoom, and two free online lectures were watched by many more people 
than ever attend in person. It would be wonderful if these numbers could be 
maintained once ‘normal’ life has resumed. Frustrating as it can be, technology has 
helped us through this strange year; the last three Council meetings were held on 
Zoom, which has been our saviour, face-to-face meetings having been banned. 
Eventbrite is used for booking online lectures – successfully too! Our grateful thanks 
go to our Membership Secretary, Paul Clarke, who has mastered these modern 
methods with aplomb. 

The Council believes that the time is right for a thorough re-appraisal of our 
overall position. This is not only because of COVID-19, but because we are an ageing 
group which in recent years has drifted away from its core activities, such as research 
and recording. Volunteers are scarce too. Additionally, my term of office ends at the 
next AGM after three years plus one extra, like that of my two predecessors. A 
Succession Sub-Committee was set up, led by our experienced Treasurer, Rodney 
Baker-Bates, and three other council members. Their recommendation, since accepted 
by the Council, was for Edward Martin to succeed me as Chairman (subject to AGM 
approval) for one year until the AGM 2022, to allow more time to find someone who 
will serve a full term. Edward previously succeeded the Founder Chairman, Paul 
Miles, so he has already served a full term – a generous contribution on Edward’s part. 

The Council has also accepted the Sub-Committee’s proposal that an Away Day 
be held solely to discuss, review and agree the SGT’s strategy for the next five years. 
As a face-to-face meeting is much preferred, this is unlikely to occur until late spring. 

It is with some regret that I am preparing to step down. I joined the Trust at the 
outset, and it was some twelve years later that I was elected to the Council. Highlights 
of the last four years include the Capability Brown and the Humphrey Repton Days at 
Heveningham and Henham respectively, both organised by my predecessor, Stephen 
Beaumont. In contrast, the visit to the Bulmer Brick Works opened our eyes to a long-
gone world, yet the centuries-old family business still plays an important part in the 
conservation of ancient buildings, including garden grottos and similar adornments. 
Every event, be it in summer or winter, has been unique in some way and we have 
learnt from every one of them. 

My sincere thanks go to everyone who has attended events, especially those who 
have contributed to the successful running of the Trust. We are strong socially, but 
recently have been less so on research and recording. I believe that we will be putting 
in place plans that will lead to a re-balancing of the Trust, enabling it better to achieve 
its objectives in the years ahead, and to face the future full of optimism.      John Dyter 
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Suffolk Gardens Trust 
 

 
Tony Broster 
As we go to press, we have just received the sad news of the death of Tony Broster, 
our recently retired Honorary Treasurer. A member since 2007, Tony cared for our 
finances from 2013. Although he officially stepped down at the 2019 AGM, he 
continued to manage our money until Rodney Baker-Bates took on the role in April 
2020. Tony attended our meetings regularly, and with his wife Jenny was a core 
member of the Walled Kitchen Garden Group for many years, often taking numerous 
photographs. We offer our sincere sympathies to Jenny in her loss. JD 
 
 
New council member 
We are delighted to welcome Candy Blackham as a member of the Council. Candy 
has had experience of the London Parks and Gardens Trust (LPGT), where she has 
been a volunteer Area Co-ordinator and has contributed photographs and a report on 
photography’s use within the Trust. The LPGT maintains an online database of some 
3,000 gardens and open spaces in the capital which Candy has used to visit the green 
spaces in Lewisham, photographing the sites she has visited and posting on her own 
blogsite. She continues to contribute to the LPGT blogsite quarterly. 

Previously, Candy worked as a professional fundraiser and senior administrator 
in the non-profit sector, with organisations including the Wigmore Hall, the Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama, and the Courtauld Institute. She also has experience as a 
Trustee at the Blackheath Conservatoire and with MusicWorks. Since leaving full-
time paid employment, Candy has developed an interest in photography. She is a 
member of a Camera Club and of the Royal Photographic Society, and her current 
interests are in landscape, garden and abstract photography. PC 
 
 
SGT Bursaries 2021 
In 2021 the SGT bursary scheme will focus on supporting Suffolk-based students 
starting a horticultural career with Levels 2 and 3 horticulture qualifications, and in 
particular the RHS Certificates in Horticulture. These respected qualifications form a 
strong foundation for careers and further study in practical horticulture or garden 
design, and are available to Suffolk students through various regional course providers 
and through distance learning. 

Our bursaries help students with the associated costs of study, such as books or 
travel, up to £300. Application forms can be requested through the SGT website 
‘Contact Us’ page, with a submission deadline of 31 March 2021. Horticulture course 
providers in our region are being contacted to invite applications from potential and 
current students this winter. Please pass this information on to any relevant contacts 
you may have. 

To help build stronger ongoing contacts with our bursary students, we will also 
offer successful applicants the opportunity to gain valuable experience by writing 
articles for the SGT, giving talks or joining the SGT in research projects. LP 
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John Dyter (left) with Sue and Adam Paul 
 

In praise of Sue Paul 
Susan (Sue) Paul retired as our 
Honorary Secretary at the AGM, 
having succeeded Lyn Dicker, who 
held the post for the first three years 
of the Trust's existence. For twenty-
two years Sue has given exemplary 
service to the Suffolk Gardens 
Trust, being involved in all aspects 
of our activities, as well as 
administration; her culinary skills 
are legendary too! In thanking Sue 
on behalf of the Trust, our Patron, 
Gabriella Marlesford, highlighted 
Sue's many talents and her 
willingness to help whenever and 
wherever needed. 

Sue is a veritable fountain of 
knowledge, not only of the Trust but 
of gardening, as manifested by the 
immaculate garden at Parham, which 
Sue and her husband Adam (a council 
member himself until recently) look after with a minimum of help. Their interest in, 
and knowledge of Walled Kitchen Gardens is put into excellent practice at Parham; 
additionally they regularly support the Walled Kitchen Garden Forum, which meets in 
various parts of Suffolk for a long weekend of talks and visits. In typical fashion, Sue 
assures us that she is always available at the end of a telephone, to help or advise.  

As a token of our thanks, the council members subscribed to the gift of a special 
London Plane tree (Platanus x acerifolia), including planting. It is one of the saplings 
produced by Barcham Trees Ltd of Ely from cuttings taken from the famous Bishop's 
Plane in King’s Ely School, Cambridgeshire. The Bishop’s Plane is thought to have 
been planted in 1680, making it one of the first plane trees planted in the UK. Only a 
dozen or so of these cuttings were produced and the others have been planted at Kew 
and Sandringham, amongst other prestigious sites. In addition to being a special tree in 
its own right, the plane is also part of Progetto 400, a project led by the University of 
Padua that aims to monitor the development of trees over the centuries from sapling to 
ancient specimen.  JD 
 
A message from the Membership Secretary 
Do we have your current contact details, especially your email address? The latter is 
indispensable if plans have to be changed at short notice, as was the case in 2020. 

Membership subscriptions are due for renewal on 1 April, and members who do 
not pay by standing order will be sent a renewal notice in March. Please consider 
paying by standing order; it saves the SGT greatly on administrative costs. If you 
choose to pay by online banking or by cheque, I would appreciate prompt payment. If 
you choose not to renew, please do let me know. Thank you. PC 
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The Gardens Trust 
 

 
Peter Hughes QC succeeded James Bartos as Chairman 
of The Gardens Trust in September 2020. He writes … 
 
Back in January, few if any of us would have predicted 
what a year 2020 would turn out to be. For far too 
many, directly affected by the pandemic, it has been 
tragic and traumatic. Others have suffered hardship 
through its indirect consequences, with the loss of 
employment or business. In some way or another, we 

have all been touched by the pandemic. As we reach the end of the year, there is a tiny 
pinprick of light at the end of a long, dark tunnel. We look forward to a vaccine, 
widely and universally available, and trust that then we can begin to return to some 
form of normality. Life, though, will never be quite the same. 

The middle of a pandemic, and a time when many gardens were closed to 
visitors, was hardly the time of one’s choosing to take over as Chairman of The 
Gardens Trust. The Trust has, though, risen to the challenge of the last year. Through 
such things as webinars and social media, it has not just kept in touch, but has reached 
out to a new audience. Our task for 2021 is to build on what has been achieved. We 
will be doing this through our Unforgettable Gardens theme in conjunction with 
County Gardens Trusts across the country, and a full programme of lectures, talks on 
unforgettable gardens, and training courses in conservation, research and recording, all 
designed for both amateur enthusiasts and professionals. 

At the beginning of November, we had our first GT virtual meet-up for County 
Gardens Trusts chairs and representatives. In all, thirty out of the thirty-seven CGTs 
were represented. It was the largest ‘gathering’ of its kind ever held, made possible by 
Zoom. This may lack the advantages of face-to-face meeting and human contact, but it 
allows many more from across the country to meet and share views and experiences. It 
was remarkable how resilient and resourceful CGTs have been in meeting the 
challenges of the pandemic. We all benefited from sharing ideas on how to keep going 
during such difficult times. 

A new gardening year and we hope to return to some kind of normality. 
Christine and I do not know Suffolk well, but in July, we will have the opportunity to 
rectify that. We are delighted that the Suffolk Gardens Trust has invited us to its 
summer garden party in July, and we are much looking forward to meeting members 
and the opportunity to explore the gardens of Suffolk. 
 
Online lectures 
The Gardens Trust continues to produce its own online lectures on a wide range of 
topics. It works with many county garden trusts to offer its lectures to a wider 
audience. These can be booked through Eventbrite and watched on Zoom. Most cost a 
few pounds, but some are free. They are usually recorded and the link to the recording 
is sent after the live event to those who have booked, and usually available for a week. 
See www.thegardenstrust.org/events/. 

https://thegardenstrust.org/events/
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Unforgettable Gardens – Save our heritage! 
In this COVID year, The Gardens 
Trust has started its collaborative 
scheme, Unforgettable Gardens. 
This will run as a theme for some 
years, to highlight not only how 
special our historic parks and 
gardens are, but also the threats to 
their existence, that they deserve to 
be recorded and protected, and how 
we can all become involved.  

The scheme will help feature the key role played by The Gardens Trust, and the 
thirty-seven affiliated County Gardens Trusts, in conserving historic parks and 
gardens. They are sadly very vulnerable in a myriad ways. Any feasible protection 
would be worthwhile: research, recording, practical conservation, desktop work such 
as commenting on planning applications, and (better still) checking on site. 

The Gardens Trust will invite other organisations to join in and use the brand to 
feature their own work or sites too. In fact, The Gardens Trust’s campaign was 
credited as being one of the inspirations behind the Treasury's £1.57 billion package 
for culture, arts and heritage. 

Despite the pandemic, planning is underway on the next stages of delivering 
Unforgettable Gardens, including a range of exciting initiatives, all intended to 
celebrate our garden heritage whilst highlighting the effort that goes into its 
conservation. Enjoyment of our national heritage of parks and gardens is an immense 
privilege from which everyone deserves to benefit. It is up to us all in the County 
Gardens Trusts to help in sharing this national treasure with the wider public. For 
more information, please see: thegardenstrust.org/campaigns/unforgettable-gardens-
saving-our-garden-heritage/. 
 
 
Creating a world-class garden 
On 11 May 2021, the RHS will open Phase I of RHS Garden Bridgewater, in Salford. 
Landscape architect Tom Stuart-Smith devised the overall master plan for the 154 acre 
site, where Worsley New Hall was built for the first Earl of Ellesmere in 1846, with 
gardens designed by William Andrews Nesfield at the height of his popularity.  

The restoration and development of the eleven-acre Walled Kitchen Garden into 
a series of eleven gardens is at the heart of the first phase. Phase 2 will include the 
creation of a teaching garden, an arboretum and an architecturally stunning glasshouse 
overlooking the terraces and lake of the original garden. A large School of 
Horticulture will build horticultural skills and knowledge in the region.  

Community involvement is integral to the project. A Community Wellbeing 
Garden will create a hub for people across the north-west, providing them with 
therapeutic activities and a chance to learn new skills. There will also be a new 
Learning Centre for schools to expand their horticultural knowledge. Community 
gardening projects initially developed with and for local people and organisations will 
ultimately extend across the region to reach tens of thousands of people. PC 

http://thegardenstrust.org/campaigns/unforgettable-gardens-saving-our-garden-heritage/
http://thegardenstrust.org/campaigns/unforgettable-gardens-saving-our-garden-heritage/
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Advertisement of 1890 for 
Ichthemic Guano, from The 

Gardens Trust website 

What made your garden grow? 
 
 

 
Dr David Marsh 

 
The history of fertiliser – not the most promising of topics, you might think, which is 
why Dr David Marsh gave his lecture the deliberately vague title, ‘What made your 
garden grow’. In fact, his account of how fertiliser developed from sewage to the start 
of today’s complex inorganic products proved truly fascinating.  

By way of introduction, David read out an extract from Samuel Pepys’s diary, 
which described the problem of sewage disposal. London had no drainage system, and 
night soil men would collect the sewage and pile it in heaps outside the city at places 
such as the unfortunately named Mount Pleasant! From there it was taken by 
nurserymen and farmers to nourish their plants. The cholera epidemic of 1829, 
combined with the development of microscopy and a growing interest in horticulture 
and agriculture, led to the mixing of night soil with lime or charcoal. It was then 
pulverised to make the product easier to handle.  

David went on to describe the growth of trade in organic fertilisers in the form of 
guano and coprolite (fossilised faeces). Great wealth was made from this by some in 
the international trade, but exploitation of the raw materials, not to say human labour, 
saw the trade diminish. 

Artificial fertilisers were also coming on to the market. An example of what 
could be described as an intermediary step between organic and artificial fertilisers 
was imitation guano, described as ‘Canary Guano’. It was sold in Ipswich at one time 

and looked like ground poultry droppings. 
Artificial fertiliser in the form of 
superphosphates, made from crushed bone and 
sulphuric acid, was discovered in the 1840s by 
John Bennett Lawes. There is an Ipswich 
connection here too, because Edward Packard 
sold Lawes’ superphosphates at Bramford. 
Packard subsequently joined forces with flour 
miller Joseph Fison in the 1870s, and leftover 
materials from the flour-milling process were 
added to the superphosphates. 

Another entrepreneur, William Colchester, 
searched throughout East Anglia for coprolite, 
which he called ‘Ichthemic Guano’ (his 1890 
advertisement is pictured left). This too was 
added to the superphosphate mixture produced 
by the other two gentlemen. By the end of the 
nineteenth century, supplies of coprolite were 
exhausted, which heralded the start of the 
manufacture of truly artificial fertiliser – and the 
end of David’s talk!  

Jenny Broster 
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Villa la Pietra 
 

 
Nick Dakin-Elliot 

 

The restored garden theatre with box ‘footlights’ and yew hedges forming the wings  
 
It was good to revisit La Pietra, having been shown round by Nick Dakin-Elliot, both 
inside and out, in 2017. His talk was excellent, explaining how the history and earlier 
layout were reminders of what the Acton family came to, and had changed in the 
twentieth century. Harold Acton did not sanction any changes to his parents’ designs, 
which made the later refurbishment so much more difficult and time consuming.  

Extremes of climate in the bowl of Florence, lack of water and the stony heavy 
clay soil impact the gardens. Nick explained that to enable them to grow yew on such 
heavy clay, they used a Tuscan technique for planting olive trees. Planting trenches 
dug out in May are left open until August for the summer drought and baking sun to 
fissure the clay. Good soil backfilled in August then permeates the cracked clay and 
settles before autumn planting, avoiding the creation of a sump. 

The walled kitchen garden, the limonaia, the fountains, the green theatre, the 
views – so many of these Villa constants made me yearn to return and see them again, 
and new ones, soon. Snow or 40 degrees, I will not mind. 

 

Stephen Beaumont 
 

Picture credit: I, Sailko, CC BY 2.5, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3920756 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3920756
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Shrubland Hall: The Great Descent, Panel Garden 
and Italianate Loggia. Chromo-lithograph by Edward 

Adveno Brooke, from his book, The Gardens of 
England (1857) 

 

Suffolk’s garden heritage at risk 
 

 
Edward Martin 

 
Two of Suffolk’s most 
important gardens are sadly 
featured in Historic England’s 
2020 Heritage at Risk Register, 
and both have been on the 
register since 2009!  

Shrubland Hall, just north 
of Ipswich, is one of only two 
Grade I Listed historic gardens 
in Suffolk. It is renowned for its 
nineteenth-century Italianate 
garden by Charles Barry, set 
within a wider park that 
benefited from a Red Book by 
Humphry Repton in 1789 and 
further work by William Woods 
in 1808. In 2009 the estate was 
sold by Lord de Saumarez to Dr 

Muhammad Farmer, the chief executive and founder of the British Institute of 
Technology and E-commerce (BITE). Initially, BITE was based at Shrubland, but in 
2014 the Hall was briefly launched as a luxury hotel, closing in 2015. There has been 
little sign of activity there since, and concern is mounting over the condition of the 
buildings, gardens and park. I have conveyed the SGT’s concerns to Christopher 
Laine, Historic England’s landscape architect for the London and South East Region 
and the East of England Region, and his response sets out the current position: 
 

Historic England have been involved in discussions about the future of 
Shrubland Hall for some time. We last visited in October 2020, with the 
local authority’s conservation officer, specifically to look at the condition 
of the Grade II* Listed Hall and the five Grade II* Listed garden structures. 
Whilst we have concerns about the condition of the Grade II* Listed Hall, it 
is the ‘at risk’ Grade I Registered landscape which is causing us most 
concern, because of the continued deterioration of the formal garden 
buildings, features and planting. The differing management régimes across 
the wider historic parkland and woodland are also contributing to the 
problem. The whole site is divided across multiple owners, which adds to 
the complexity of trying to find the right solution. We are working very 
closely with Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils, advising them 
about the condition of the hall and parkland and discussing next steps. We 
want to work positively and constructively with the owners to find a 
sustainable future for this special site. 
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Bawdsey Manor: The Pulhamite cliff garden, 2013 

 
 

Bawdsey Manor is the other Suffolk garden on the Heritage at Risk Register. This 
had elaborate gardens laid out between 1885 and 1909 for Sir Cuthbert and Lady 
Quilter on advice from Alfred Parsons. The most impressive of these was the 
extensive seaside cliff garden made of Pulhamite, the artificial stone invented by 
James Pulham & Co (originally at Woodbridge in Suffolk, but later at Hoddesden in 
Hertfordshire). This man-made cliff garden is probably the largest ever work in 
Pulhamite. The main threat here is coastal erosion that threatens to destabilise the cliff. 
I also asked Christopher Laine for a statement on the current situation at Bawdsey: 
 

The Grade II Registered landscape at Bawdsey Manor has been included on 
the Heritage at Risk Register for the East of England since 2009, due in 
large part to the condition of several historic garden features, particularly 
the Grade II Listed ‘Pulhamite’ artificial rockwork structures. At Historic 
England we have worked actively with holiday company PGL since they 
acquired Bawdsey Manor in 2017 for development as an adventure holiday 
and outdoor education centre. This has included discussions alongside East 
Suffolk Council planning and conservation officers about converting 
existing structures and introducing new features and facilities to cater for 
visitor groups. These proposals have benefited from a site-wide strategy 
responding to the 2010 Conservation Management Plan, developed with 
funding from us (when we were known as English Heritage). Work towards 
restoring the various historic garden features, set as conditions to recent 
planning consents, has already delivered improvements such as re-
excavation of the in-filled southern length of the River Jordan. 
Nevertheless, there remains much to do. We last visited the site in January 
2020, when we discussed PGL’s project to repair and upgrade the sea 
defences as well as the condition of the Grade II Listed ‘Pulhamite’ cliff 
gardens, which are affected by exposure to more frequent storms and 
accelerated coastal erosion. We plan to continue working with the Council 
and PGL, offering technical guidance and support for the conservation of 
the site and restoration of 
the vulnerable historic 
garden features which 
make Bawdsey Manor so 
special. 

 
While the SGT is supportive 
of these initiatives, we feel that 
it is imperative to publicise our 
concerns so that pressure is 
maintained on those with the 
power to intervene to secure 
the preservation of these 
jewels of Suffolk’s garden 
heritage. 
 



 

Suffolk Gardens Trust Newsletter  Spring 2021                                                                                   12 
 

The Old Rectory, Nacton 
 

 
Patience Shone 

 
When James and Elizabeth 
(Tizy) Wellesley Wesley 
moved to the Old Rectory in 
1990, Tizy was pregnant with 
her fourth child and the 
garden was overgrown with 
brambles, nettles and mature 
cherry laurel. The garden has 
since progressed through 
being a play garden for the 
children to a ‘gardener’s 
garden’, with a strong formal 
structure and sophisticated, 
beautiful and varied planting. 
With relentless energy and 

passion, Tizy has developed as both gardener and botanical artist, with a strong eye for 
design, using and working with the lie of the land and existing features. 

They purchased the Old Rectory from the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich, who retained the lower section of land for the new rectory next door. 
Schemes for the division of Nacton Rectory gardens started in 1949, but the system of 
substantial fishponds in the valley had already been lost. The Old Rectory gardens 
slope gently down from west to east, and now comprise approximately two acres. 
They are bordered by woodland belonging to the Orwell Park Estate, the new rectory 
gardens and the busy road, which has led to substantial clever use of planting as 
screening. 

Nacton village has been dominated over the centuries by two estates on the 
Orwell Estuary, initially by the Broke family at Broke Hall (now divided into flats) 
and later by the Orwell Park families and since 1937 by the boarding preparatory 
school at Orwell Park alongside the Orwell Park Estate. The estate families would 
have been involved to some extent in the living associated with the church. The River 
Orwell played a large part in the development of the village and estates through strong 
naval connections and trade by water to Ipswich and the nearby ports of Felixstowe 
and Harwich. This connection is beautifully echoed in a driftwood sculpture, probably 
part of a tall ship rigging, that Tizy found on the Nacton foreshore, which is now 
displayed in the wild garden surrounded by Geranium x oxonianum ‘Wargrave Pink’. 

Being near the coast also involves frequent high winds and, typical of the 
Felixstowe Peninsula and Sandlings, most of the garden has dry, light, sandy soil and 
low rainfall. These factors should restrict the range of plants that can be grown 
successfully, but are offset by shelterbelts of trees, regular autumn mulching (with 
home and spent mushroom compost) and onsite water. A spring in the cellar of the 
house drains away through a nineteenth-century culvert into the neighbouring wood. 
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View of the box parterre, leading to the cutting garden 

Until 1990, the main water supply for the Rectory was a well under the back hall; this 
now provides water to irrigate the drier borders and the beautifully maintained and 
renovated lawn. A series of photos on view in the pool-house shows early stages of 
hard labour on the garden after 1990. They searched for vestiges of former gardens, 
but found only an overgrown, appropriately named ‘Rambling Rector’ rose, now re-
rooted, and many laurels, most of which were cut down. There were mature sweet 
chestnuts by the road, and a mature oak near the house, now threatened with disease. 

Tizy meticulously planned the layout of the garden. In around 1995, after a visit 
to a country house opera, they put in a circular bank with steps down to create a 
sunken lawn near the house, and yew hedges were planted, as small plants, to form the 
bones of the formal structure. Running parallel to the 1837 façade, the gaps in the 
hedges create the main axis to the west.  

In 2000, when the house was extended, much of this area was laid out to plans 
drawn up by Tizy. The main axis also takes in a Haddonstone urn where asymmetrical 
side axes form ‘rooms’ to the left, with a greenhouse to the right. Around the urn, 
planted with cascading pelargoniums, is a box parterre in a circular cross form 
(pictured below), with catmint, allium and a rose garden, red brick paving edged with 
lavender, bulbs and informal loose planting. The side axis continues with gravel and 
brick paths through to the cutting garden and potager, through a division of espalier 
apples, under a hoop clad in cup-and-saucer vine (Cobaea scandens), past a chimney-
pot similar to those on the house, to a beech hedge with a ‘secret’ arched gap leading 
to the wild area. The cutting garden is a private area where Tizy can go, get away, be 
alone and pick flowers to give to friends or bring into the house. There are also broad-
leaved Salvia officinalis, 
basil, lavender, trained 
runner beans, maize, 
courgettes, lettuces, ruby 
chard, gooseberries, and 
sunflowers. A swimming 
pool was built within the 
first yew ‘room’, sheltered 
and screened from the 
house, with a pool house 
on the other side of the 
main axis. In 2013/4 the 
further pool hedge was 
pruned into a striking 
wave formation, inspired 

by Le Jardin Plume in 
Normandy. 

  
The curved borders 
The dramatic, deeply-curved borders, seen from the house and divided by the main 
axis, were originally created in 1994-6 and renovated in 2015 and 2017. Backed by 
yew hedges and grass paths, they are planned by height, colour and season. A friend 
and gardener, Catharine Howard, helped Tizy take a fresh look at the planting which 
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The new oak gate 

Tizy felt had hitherto been rather random. Clipped spheres of box and other 
evergreens, privet ‘mushrooms’, and standard Portuguese laurel provide interest and 
structure all year round. These are exuberantly surrounded by plants that Tizy has 
acquired from a range of sources.  They include Verbascum chaixii, Anthemis tinctoria 
‘E C Buxton’, Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ and Scabiosa caucasica ‘Miss Wilmott’, 
alongside stalwarts like catmint, alchemilla, lupins, Verbena bonariensis and 
Geranium ‘Rozanne’.  The presence of Romneya coulteri (Californian tree poppy) at 
the back of the border attests to the sharp drainage and light soil.  Bulbs, including 
foxtail lilies, gladioli, alliums and tulips provide late spring and early summer 
highlights. Roses, including ‘Munstead Wood’, are supported to prevent them being 
swamped. Many plants are chosen to be wildlife friendly, as James is a beekeeper.  

 
The terrace 
In 2017, Frederic Whyte was brought in to give the garden a fresh eye and help pull 
the whole thing together. He removed the circular banks and steps, and designed the 
terrace area next to the 1837 extension, which Tizy feels is ‘in keeping with the rest of 
the garden and looks as if it has been there forever, whilst forming the nucleus of the 
garden which was missing before’. Frederic suggested the mild steel edging and 
additional dramatic flourishes to the curved borders, such as cardoons, Cynara 
cardunculus, Stipa gigantea and hornbeam cylinders. The 1837 arched doorway 
inspired an oak gateway placed at the far end of the main axis. This was made by local 
carpenter Joshua Hayley, who originally trained as a boat builder. Brick paving 
continues from the front door to the new terrace area, also designed by Frederic. 

The terrace has hard landscaping of reclaimed York stone, laid with axial and 
cross-axial gravel and brick paths, giving a formal layout which creates a semi-sunken 
and secluded dining area. Two flower 
parterres are planted with box balls and 
edging, alongside mixed, looser planting, in 
order to feel traditional, but contemporary. 
This includes verbenas, cardoons, rosemary 
and Mellianthus major, Perovskia, 
geraniums, foxgloves, salvias, cosmos and 
grasses. The sitting area is surrounded by 
large pots of datura and multi-stem trees, 
including Magnolia sieboldii subsp. sinensis 
and Amalanchier, randomly positioned to 
echo the surrounding woodland. The turf 
bank has been replaced with a blockwork 
wall, edged in brick and cleverly faced with 
yew hedging. The York stone steps on the 
main axis of the garden are wider and in 
proportion with the generous curved borders 
beyond, and lead dramatically towards the 
new oak gate. The steps are topped by 
Italianate terracotta pots, and edged by pots 
planted with pelargoniums. 

Edward Martin
designed by Frederic Whyte
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On the road side of the 
formal lawns and borders 
and beyond the yew hedge, 
a series of secret, narrow, 
wild gardens leading to a 
woodland walk has been 
developed over the years. 
Hedging, including mature 
box and a Hoheria, forms the 
outer layer of the woodland 
walk and provides screening 
from the road. Near the 
entrance, Lonicera, Eleagnus 
and Pittosporum block out 
a log store and ingenious brick structures for lawn mowings, which can be dismantled 
and rebuilt when the contents are ripe for use. A recently coppiced hazel nuttery 
will provide wood for supports in the garden. Along the woodland walk are planted 
bluebells, and grandchildren can build dens under overgrown ‘sculptured’ laurel, and 
Mahonia. ‘Paul’s Himalayan Musk’ rose climbs the original sweet chestnut, and there 
is also a 28-year-old copper beech tree.
 In the first of the inner string of gardens a Parrotia persica (Persian ironwood tree) 
gives good yellow, red and purple colour in autumn and red flowers in late winter/
early spring on bare twigs. Underplanted in 2020 with 1,800 Narcissus ‘Thalia’ 
bulbs in unmown grass, Tizy is keen to replant with ever better and more narcissi and 
daffodils. This leads on to where the driftwood sculpture rises above a sea of Geranium 
x oxonianum ‘Wargrave Pink’. Then a mound made of pool spoil is planted with cow 
parsley, sweet cicely and other wildflowers, cyclamen and snowdrops, along with a 
small leaf lilac, Syringa pubescens subsp. microphylla ‘Superba’, and various crocus. 
Drought can be an issue here. 
 The end of the garden is accessed from here or through the new oak gateway and 
through the last mature yew hedge. Grass and wildflowers planted with bulbs, including 
tulips, surround fruit trees, including two kinds of quince, and cherries. Winter flying 
moth have been a problem, and the dramatic fastigiate hornbeam, introduced here in 
2:1 ratio by Frederic Whyte, have suffered from drought. The service entrance from the 
road has a new yew hedge, which will screen it from the rest of the garden. To the side, 
chestnut structures with rambling roses growing up them screen some new compost 
heaps and the neighbouring cottage.
 Forming partial screening of the woodland, behind the right-hand curved border, 
are planted a slightly blue form of box (grown from cuttings taken at Mrs Paul’s house 
at Freston), a selection of dogwoods, including Cornus ‘Eddie’s White Wonder’, 
maples for autumn colour, including Acer davidii (snake bark maple), and Osmanthus 
x burkwoodii. This screening was developed after they stopped renting the adjacent 
area of woodland, having cleared undergrowth and planted bluebells in the hope of 
acquiring it. The ten years since have seen it return to wildwood.
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Mixed planting in one of the curved borders 

Wild Gardens��
On the road side of the 
formal lawns and borders 
and beyond the yew 
hedge, a series of secret, 
narrow, wild gardens 
leading to a woodland 
walk has been developed 
over the years. Hedging, 
including mature box and 
a Hoheria, forms the 
outer layer of the 
woodland walk and 
provides screening from 
the road. Near the entrance, Lonicera, 
Eleagnus and Pittosporum block out a 
log store and ingenious brick structures for lawn mowings, which can be dismantled 
and rebuilt when the contents are ripe for use. A recently coppiced hazel nuttery will 
provide wood for supports in the garden. Along the woodland walk are planted 
bluebells, and grandchildren can build dens under overgrown ‘sculptured’ laurel, and 
Mahonia. ‘Paul’s Himalayan Musk’ rose climbs the original sweet chestnut, and there 
is also a 28-year-old copper beech tree. 

 In the first of the inner string of gardens a Parrotia persica (Persian ironwood 
tree) gives good yellow, red and purple colour in autumn and red flowers in late 
winter/early spring on bare twigs. Underplanted in 2020 with 1,800 Narcissus ‘Thalia’ 
bulbs in unmown grass, Tizy is keen to replant with ever better and more narcissi and 
daffodils. This leads on to where the driftwood sculpture rises above a sea of 
Geranium x oxonianum ‘Wargrave Pink’. Then a mound made of pool spoil is planted 
with cow parsley, sweet cicely and other wildflowers, cyclamen and snowdrops, along 
with a small leaf lilac, Syringa pubescens subsp. microphylla ‘Superba’, and various 
crocus. Drought can be an issue here.  

The end of the garden is accessed from here or through the new oak gateway and 
through the last mature yew hedge. Grass and wildflowers planted with bulbs, 
including tulips, surround fruit trees, including two kinds of quince, and cherries. 
Winter flying moth have been a problem, and the dramatic fastigiate hornbeam, 
introduced here in 2:1 ratio by Frederic Whyte, have suffered from drought. The 
service entrance from the road has a new yew hedge, which will screen it from the rest 
of the garden. To the side, chestnut structures with rambling roses growing up them 
screen some new compost heaps and the neighbouring cottage. 

Forming partial screening of the woodland, behind the right-hand curved border, 
are planted a slightly blue form of box (grown from cuttings taken at Mrs Paul’s house 
at Freston), a selection of dogwoods, including Cornus ‘Eddie’s White Wonder’, 
maples for autumn colour, including Acer davidii (snake bark maple), and Osmanthus 
x burkwoodii. This screening was developed after they stopped renting the adjacent 
area of woodland, having cleared undergrowth and planted bluebells in the hope of 
acquiring it. The ten years since have seen it return to wildwood. 

Mixed planting in one of the curved borders

Edward Martin
Wild planting
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Damp garden 
Also abutting the woodland is a boggy area of acidic soil over clay where there was 
once a nineteenth-century water feature. Backed by a huge hazel, a willow oak, a 
standard holly and two Davidia involucrata, (handkerchief trees), all create some 
shade. The original ‘Rambling Rector’ rose has clambered over a chestnut arch, but 
will be moved to clamber freely over laurel during the course of this winter. Tizy has 
concentrated on introducing interesting foliage, an idea reinforced by an impressive 
foliage sculpture which she made herself. Many ferns, including three tree ferns, are 
joined by Darmera peltata, primulas, hostas, peonies, Thalictrum, persicarias, 
hellebores, day lilies, woodruff from Jim Pope at Levington, arums from Rockstead in 
Nacton, and snowdrops.  

A white mulberry, Morus alba, with a sculpturally raised canopy, stands between 
the damp garden and the house, surrounded by unmown grass in which wildflowers, 
including common spotted orchids, appear. The north side of the house is edged by a 
long, low, cloud-pruned box hedge. Beyond the damp garden, the washing line and 
other practical bits are hidden away. The neighbouring rectory is screened to the east 
by trees and shrubs, including an evergreen Hoheria which is smothered in white 
flowers in July and August.  It was planted after seeing one in gardens on Colonsay.  

Clever design and planting, the use of varied conditions and sheer hard work 
have produced lovely formal and informal spaces in this family garden, which feels 
much larger than it is. Tizy sees it as a work in progress, and I look forward to visiting 
it again.  

Detail from Hodskinson's Map of Suffolk (1783) 
See note on opposite page 
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           e are grateful 
           to Stephen and 
Billy Clark for inviting 
us to visit the gardens 
and grounds of Crowe 
Hall, Stutton, in June. 
The panoramic views 
across the Stour
Estuary are as breath-
taking as ever, while 
Stephen Clark’s
seemingly boundless 
energy has produced 
several exciting new 
developments since 
the SGT’s visit some

                   years ago.
 The Lower Orangery Garden has been completely re-designed and planted by 
Christopher Bradley-Hole, taking inspiration from the shape of Piazza Navona, in Rome. 
The principal ponds have been re-landscaped and connected to a new woodland 
walk by a string of pools. The upper parkland areas and lawns have been slightly 
reconfigured, and the arboretum has matured and extended. The wildflowers in the 
parkland stretching down to the estuary are well established, and there is a now a 
riverside walk, which runs past two small snail-mounds and a tiny archipelago at the 
mouth of the stream. 
 Our visit on 10 June will include an introduction to the history and development of 
the gardens, which will help visitors distinguish the old from the new. This is particularly 
useful since the pinnacled and crenellated walls surrounding the new walled gardens 
to the side of the main house so closely resemble the original Renaissance and early 
nineteenth-century walls. The extensive use of topiary in Xa Tollemache’s designs, 
and throughout the gardens, in turn complements the architecture. Whilst the twenty-
first century walled kitchen, greenhouses, and poultry and orchard gardens feel 
traditional, the walled garden with planting designed by Tom Stuart-Smith seems wholly 
contemporary and is a horticultural highlight.

A nineteenth-century drawing of Crowe Hall

W
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A nineteenth-century drawing of Crowe Hall 

Crowe Hall 
 

 
Patience Shone 

 

We are very grateful 
to Stephen and Billy 
Clark for inviting us to 
visit the gardens and 
grounds of Crowe 
Hall, Stutton in June. 
The panoramic views 
across the Stour 
Estuary are as breath-
taking as ever, while 
Stephen Clark’s 
seemingly boundless 
energy has produced 
several exciting new 
developments since 

the SGT’s visit some 
years ago. 

The Lower Orangery Garden has been completely re-designed and planted by 
Christopher Bradley-Hole, taking inspiration from the shape of Piazza Navona, in 
Rome. The principal ponds have been re-landscaped and connected to a new 
woodland walk by a string of pools. The upper parkland areas and lawns have been 
slightly reconfigured, and the arboretum has matured and extended. The wildflowers 
in the parkland stretching down to the estuary are well established, and there is a now 
a riverside walk, which runs past a small snail-mound and a tiny archipelago at the 
mouth of the stream.  

Our visit on 10 June will include an introduction to the history and development 
of the gardens, which will help visitors distinguish the old from the new. This is 
particularly useful, since the pinnacled and crenellated walls surrounding the new 
walled gardens to the side of the main house so closely resemble the original 
Renaissance and early nineteenth-century walls. Extensive use of topiary in Xa 
Tollemache’s designs and throughout the gardens, in turn complement the 
architecture. Whilst the twenty-first century walled kitchen, greenhouses, and poultry 
and orchard gardens feel traditional, the walled garden with planting designed by Tom 
Stuart-Smith seems wholly contemporary and is a horticultural highlight. 
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Note:��Hodskinson’s Map of Suffolk (1783) on p.16 shows the meeting of the Stour 
and Orwell estuaries. Crowe Hall is situated just below the word Stutton on the map 
- on the north shore of the Stour. Nacton village sits on the north shore of the Orwell. 
The Old Rectory is not marked on the map.

Edward Martin
Crowe Hall

Edward Martin
Patience Shone
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Mick and Mack, the first Japanese Knotweed 
detection dogs in the UK. Photograph by 
permission of Environet UK. 
 

News in brief 
 

 
A proposed new role for Benton End  
The Suffolk Gardens Trust has been talking to the Garden Museum about the exciting 
projects envisaged by the Pinchbeck Charitable Trust and the Garden Museum at 
Benton End. 

As many of you know, Benton End was the home of artist-gardener Cedric 
Morris and Lett Haines, and of the East Anglian School of Painting and Drawing that 
they founded. Recently purchased by the Pinchbeck family, plans for the site are at a 
very early stage, at a time when the museum itself has been fighting for survival due 
to the pandemic. What is sure, however, is that conserving or re-making the garden at 
Benton End is one thing, but it would also provide a centre of learning, art, exhibitions 
and events inspired by gardens in a way very specific to the place. 

This would be a valuable contribution to Suffolk, and any offers of support can 
be made through the Garden Museum website: www.gardenmuseum.org.uk. 

   
Japanese Knotweed – a warning 
The invasive plants specialists, Environet UK Ltd have recently published a heat map 
which illustrates the spread of Japanese Knotweed in this country. This is to be 
welcomed. The damage caused by this invasive plant to buildings and other structures 
is considerable, and can cost thousands to clear. The heat map indicates that urban 
areas are the most greatly affected. In Ipswich, 37 examples have been traced within 
four miles of the town centre, while Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft have shown 
significant le of infestation. 
 
For our local map, see https://environetuk.com/exposed-japanese-knotweed-heat-map. 
 

Dogs to the rescue 
The first Japanese Knotweed Detection 
Dogs were introduced to the UK in 
May 2020 by Environet UK. Labrador 
Retrievers Mick and Mack were the 
first to be trained in this specialised 
work, and such dogs have already been 
deployed in Suffolk. This work can be 
invaluable, pre-sale or purchase, for 
individuals, as well as for big-business 
developers and construction firms. 
Environet UK confidently states that 
working alongside their team of 
surveyors, ‘a detection dog survey is 

the most accurate way of determining whether Japanese Knotweed is lurking hidden 
beneath the ground or has been deliberately concealed.’  
 
 

https://environetuk.com/exposed-japanese-knotweed-heat-map
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Volunteer for The Joseph Hooker Correspondence Project 
Sir Joseph Hooker (1817-1911), the distinguished botanist, explorer and a former 
director of Kew, was a prolific correspondent. Of particular importance today are his 
letters relating to his influential expeditions and his research on plant diversity and 
economic botany. For that reason, Kew has set up a project to digitise its vast archive 
of Hooker’s letters and make them generally available. To achieve this, Kew is now 
seeking ‘armchair archivists’ to transcribe the letters online from home. For further 
details, see www.kew.org/science/our-science/projects/. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact archives@kew.org.   
 
Crinkle-crankle wall is  
Grade II listed 
Great Waldingfield’s crinkle-
crankle wall (pictured), which 
collapsed in February, some 
200 years after being built, has 
recently been awarded Grade II 
listing by Historic England ‘for 
its method of construction, 
exhibiting local distinctiveness 
in its form, materials and 
craftsmanship’ and as ‘an unusual example of a crinkle-crankle wall found in an 
historic farmstead.’ While this puts the wall well on the road to recovery, the cost of 
repair may be high in view of the £20,000 it cost to repair Easton’s crinkle-crankle 
wall in 2014 (see SGT Newsletter No. 39, Spring 2014). (Photograph © Bernard 
Rushton, with permission)  
 
Ash dieback returns 
The National Trust has sounded a note of alarm about the renewed spread of ash 
dieback, first noted in this country in 2012. It is causing havoc among the Trust’s 
woodlands and more widely (see SGT Newsletters No. 37 Spring 2013, and No. 38 
Autumn 2013). Between 75% and 95% of our ash trees are under threat, and 2020 has 
been the Trust’s worst year on record for felling trees on account of disease. Locally, 
the Trust is particularly anxious about the threat to ash trees around Constable’s home 
at Flatford, but wherever the problem arises we can all help by supporting the Trust’s 
Everyone Needs Nature campaign. 
 
Congratulations … 
to Bury in Bloom, recognised by the RHS for fostering community spirit during the 
coronavirus epidemic, with awards in two categories: a Certificate of Recognition, and 
a Certificate for Inspiring Others. Speaking for the RHS, Kay Clark said that they had 
been greatly moved by Bury in Bloom’s stories of courage, creativity and ingenuity in 
helping their wider community through that time, and for continuing their important 
role in a wider movement in making our communities stronger, greener and happier. 
 

Contributions from Nigel Surry, Edward Martin, Paul Clarke, Patience Shone and Mary Hodge 

mailto:archives@kew.org
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Winter view of the Walled Garden 

A walled garden in lockdown 
 

 
Judith Gowland 

 
Beyond the Wall, on the Thornham 
Estate, near Eye, is a garden that 
serves clients from the late teens to 
mid-twenties who have disabilities, 
mental or physical, or both. It is a 
challenging job for students, staff, 
parents/mentors and volunteers 
alike. I have been a Trustee since 
2011, and recently interviewed Phil 
Gowland (Senior Support and 
Horticultural Leader) on how they 
had all coped during the lockdown, 
and what changes had taken place 
in the garden when the students 
returned to the site. 

Before the lockdown, in February, there had been a team that included some of 
the students and 6-8 volunteers, and things were done on the basis of working through 
tasks in order and by season. During the lockdown, apart from help with watering 
from Lisa (a Support Worker), Phil was working alone on a two-acre site, trying to 
keep the place in check at a time when growth was starting to take off, with grass to 
cut and vegetables to get going. The aim was to try just to keep on top of things.  

Everyone has been saying what an awful time it was, but in fact Phil thinks it 
worked to the advantage of Beyond the Wall and the garden, because it made them 
‘let it get a bit hairy’ and then, when the students came back, there was a need to make 
an impact. This was done by appealing to the students to work as a group to engage 
with the garden. This had not happened for some years and it was something I wanted 
to regain, as the Walled Garden’s main asset is its horticultural space. Phil and Lisa 
did engage the students’ interest, which resulted in a visible difference in the garden 
and in the students’ involvement. They have learned to work as a group, have made 
more friends and acquired more skills. There is a plan, but with a large tolerance. For 
example, the students do not all come in every day, but there are overlaps, and this has 
extended their social interaction, engaged their interest and got them out outside, 
exercising and learning. Another example is the herbaceous border, normally cut in 
rotation, but this time everyone had either secateurs or was on barrow duty and the 
whole thing was done in a week with all hands-on. Lastly, propagation is usually one 
of the main activities by volunteers, but by digging and splitting herbaceous stuff, the 
student group has increased plants available for garden gate sales by a factor of three.  

The Walled Garden looks different now, but it better reflects its operation as a 
centre. As Phil says, we are not an RHS garden and obliged to be very smart; we are 
using more people power and that is what Beyond the Wall as an enabling charity is 
all about. 
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Book reviews 
 

 
Witch’s garden: Plants in folklore, magic  
and traditional medicine 
by Sandra Lawrence 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 2020 £14.99 ISBN: 978-1787394360 
 

Reviewed by Timothy Easton 
 
In our litigious age, the author of this handsome book was 
probably wise to begin with a disclaimer, to prevent any 
unwise reader experimenting with the ancient beliefs and 
practices listed therein. In fact, we found it necessary to put 
up notices near poisonous plants when we had our garden 
open. This was not only to advise parents to keep an eye on 

their children, but to cover us in the event of a moment of distraction or stupidity. 
This book is clearly laid out in digestible sections. The opening compares how 

plants were used by the different religious faiths and shows how indebted we are to 
Greek and Roman writers, and to the texts and printed books that have come down to 
us through the Arabic and Christian faiths. Along the way the author dispels some 
local myths, such as the belief that the Romans introduced the stinging nettle to 
Britain to flog themselves to keep warm in this colder climate. 

 The perceived benefits from certain plants and recipes were certainly harnessed 
by wise women and midwives, who were sometimes feared as dabbling witches when 
things went wrong, but really the whole history of herbal remedies was so much more 
widespread than the title might suggest. In fairness, the author does make this clear. 
Still, on purely commercial grounds, any title with the W word in it will attract instant 
attention and this book deserves that. 

 The author is generous in listing other books on the subject, some preceding this 
by only a few years, but her own book is clearly written and informative. As well as 
quoting from the past, she brings the information on ancient plant use up to date with 
the discovery in 2019 of cannabis use in graves of Zoroastrian mourners along the Silk 
Road in China 2,500 years ago.  

Several references mention written evidence about herbs, shrubs and plants that 
were hung or grown on or around the entrances to houses and stables. Although this 
practice has largely died out in England, a significant amount of archaeological 
evidence relating to protecting the entrance has been discovered on and within 
buildings in Britain and elsewhere. I looked in vain for a mention of sempervivums, 
and found the briefest mention under ‘house leeks’ for love potions. However, they 
can still be seen on the roofs of stables, cowsheds and outside lavatories here in 
Suffolk, and are there to prevent lightning strikes and other misfortunes to the animals. 

While stating the value of John Gerard’s famous herbal of 1597, the author puts 
him delicately in his place for translating errors and some plagiarism from the earlier 
Flemish work by Rembert Dodoens. Prior to printing, Gerard took offence over 
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editorial corrections and it was necessary to wait 36 years for an updated corrected 
version by another editor. Both were members of the London College of Physicians. 

Alchemy and magic were close bedfellows. Some preparations that captured the 
dew from Alchemilla vulgaris were practised by alchemists. The link between 
alchemy, medicine, magic and the work done by those labelled as ‘witch’ returns us to 
this excellent book’s title. It is an easy page-turner, well-illustrated and good value for 
money.  

Some of Timothy’s articles touch on a common area related to plants, herbs, 
magic and superstition, accessed on http://independent.academia.edu/TimothyEaston 
 

Deer Parks of Suffolk 1086-1602 
by Rosemary Hoppitt  
Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History, 2020 
£15.00 (£12.00 to SIAH members) ISBN: 978-0952139096 
 

Reviewed by Edward Martin 
 

This is a comprehensive and in-depth study of Suffolk’s 
Medieval and Tudor deer parks by Rosemary Hoppitt, a 
Suffolk resident and former geography lecturer, who 
first tackled the subject for her 1992 history doctorate. 
Professor Tom Williamson of UEA Norwich rightly 
calls it a monumental study in his foreword. 

Rosemary has traced no less than 132 parks, with 
another 13 possible examples, mostly located on the claylands that form the backbone 
of the county, running diagonally from Haverhill to Bungay. They range in size from 
the enormous 900-acre park at Lavenham to as little as 45 acres at Great Bricett. As 
well as analysing the general nature, geography and use of parks, Rosemary breaks 
them down chronologically and by ownership, both lay and ecclesiastical. Excellent 
maps, diagrams and colour photographs in profusion aid all of this. Particularly 
alluring are the numerous illustrations of early maps, such as those of c.1600 for the 
Hundon parks and the 1616 map of Kelsale. But these are balanced by both field 
observations and photographs of surviving features of the parks. 

Deer parks were always status symbols and their histories are very much tied up 
with the lives (and fates) of their rich and powerful owners. So there is also much to 
be learned here about the personal histories of these people. From the garden history 
angle, the Tudor parks are particularly interesting, as they mark the change from parks 
where the raising and hunting of deer were the paramount concerns (though with 
lordly entertainment and pleasure much to the fore) to parks which were seen as 
landscape embellishments for great houses, most notably at Hengrave, Helmingham 
and Melford. For these, there are some wonderful illustrations, such as details from 
Samuel Piers’ 1613 map of Melford Hall, with curious tree-houses surrounded by 
prancing deer within the park pale. Without doubt, this will be the standard book on 
Suffolk’s deer parks for many years to come. 

We are exploring the possibility of arranging a SGT visit in 2021 to Staverton 
Park, a wondrous medieval deer park that still has deer and extraordinary ancient 
trees that might have sprung from the imagination of J R R Tolkien. EM 

http://independent.academia.edu/TimothyEaston
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The garden – elements and styles 
by Toby Musgrove 
Phaidon, 2020  £49.95  
ISBN: 978-1-83866-076-5 
 

Reviewed by Patricia Shepherd 
 
What a wonderful book! Huge and packed with amazing 
views of gardens all over the world, great pictures in perfect 
colour. My only thought is that it’s just a bit too big and 
unwieldy for everyday use. A text-book it’s not, nor an 

example of ‘gardens’, and I don’t know where to keep it for easy access! Which 
means that by next year it will be in the bookcase, tucked away between books on 
Roses and the Gardens of the Mediterranean. It will be used, but not as much the price 
warrants. The pages on Succulent Planting and Lighting stopped me flicking through, 
and this is the best part of this book; you never know what’s coming next. The 
structure is straightforward, alphabetical and easy to manipulate, as long as you don't 
stop to look at the pictures and read the explanation in tiny font. 

‘Chinoiserie’ (p.60) and opposite ‘Clairvoyee’ have been deliciously examined – 
immediately making me want to make a trip to Polesden Lacey, and even more to 
another visit to Hestercombe (p.61), which shows a 'clear view' through a stone 
porthole, surrounded by a climbing rose. Many of Lutyens' delicate and strong 
statements have been lost and changed in many of his gardens, sadly, as at Great 
Dixter (not mentioned). John Brookes, a very clever and brilliant garden designer, 
only had two brief sentences when his use of space is memorable, as seen in his book 
The Small Garden. 

I wonder how long this book took to write and put together; it is packed with 
information and is well-referenced. I have it now on my desk and my introduction still 
holds fast – too big and unwieldy, but a real pleasure to own. Toby Musgrove has 
explored the creative art of garden-making, both in historical and modern garden 
styles, and has given examples of new and experienced designers. A good book for 
gardeners and a special gift for a knowledgeable friend. 

 
Entangled life 
by Merlin Sheldrake 
Bodley Head, 2020  £20.00  
ISBN:  978-1847925190 
 

Reviewed by Mary Hodge 
 
An enthusiast can make the most difficult topic interesting, 
which may be why this book has become a bestseller, featured 
on Radio 4’s Book at Bedtime. Even the intriguing subtitle, 
‘How fungi make our worlds, change our minds, and shape our 
future’, makes one want to open the book and find out more. 

An accessible read for the layperson, as well as the specialist scientist, this book 
deserves the praise it has received. It is also beautifully produced and a joy to handle.  
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For the diary 
 

 
In the present circumstances many events have been cancelled or modified. Please 
check with all organisations to confirm events and dates, including those listed below. 
 

Late April to end-date TBC 
Abbey 1,000 Sculpture Exhibition in the Abbey Ruins Crypt 
An exhibition of sculpture in the crypt, once St Edmund’s Shrine, will include a 
wooden St Edmund, ceramic tiles telling the story of the saint, and other artwork, to 
take turns each month on a specially created plinth. Entry free. It is part of the 
Cathedral’s celebrations to mark a thousand years since the Abbey was founded. 
 

Saturday 8 May 2021, 2.30-4.30 pm 
Boxford Farm Orchard Walk 
East Anglian Garden Group 
A walk through Boxford Farm’s apple and cherry orchards with farm manager, Robert 
England, who will speak on all aspects of sustainable fruit-growing: history, cultivars, 
cultivation, pollinators, diseases. Book on www.eastangliangardengroup.co.uk/events/ 
 
Sunday-Monday 30-31 May, 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Plant Heritage Spring Fair and Artisan Market at Helmingham Hall 
For 2021, this popular event is planned to run over two days, to include specialist 
nurseries and producers, garden and conservation zones, entertainment and children’s 
activities. The first 800 visitors will each be able to claim a free plant. Contact Sarah 
Cooke (01473 822400), Katy Day (01473 890799) or email events@helmingham.com 
 
Sunday 20 June 2021 11.00 am - 5.00 pm  
Hidden Gardens of Bury, in aid of St Nicholas Hospice.  
Tickets (price TBC) will be available from Bury Tourist Office or the Cathedral Shop. 
 
Saturday 2 October 2021, 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm 
Lecture by Lynne Moore: Plants as Pollinators   
East Anglian Garden Group at Chamberlin Hall, Chamberlin Close, Ipswich IP7 7EZ 
Lynne and her family run Moore & Moore Plants, which specialises in plants for 
pollinators. For booking details, see www.eastangliangardengroup.co.uk/events/. 
 
Thursday 4 November, 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
9th Gardening Conference at Trinity Park 
Writer Mary Keen will speak on downsizing, with two other speakers TBC. A words 
and music feature, Gardens and Gardening, will be narrated by Bill Turnbull. Trade 
stands and book-signing. Unlimited free parking. Tickets £45 SGT/SAA members or 
£50 non-members, to include coffee, two-course hot lunch, and tea. Book through 
www.suffolkshow.co.uk, or by mail to Suffolk Agricultural Association, Trinity Park, 
Old Felixstowe Road, Ipswich IP3 8UH. Tel: 01473 707112.  

mailto:events@helmingham.com
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Winter lectures 
 

 
Saturday 6 February at 2.00 for 2.25 pm 
Murder Most Florid. Online lecture by Dr Mark Spencer 
Hosted jointly with East Anglian Garden Group 
Mark is an internationally respected botanist, a former curator at the National History 
Museum and a regular guest on Radio 4’s Infinite Monkey Cage. He will reveal how 
the knowledge of plants helps to interpret crime scenes and bring criminals to justice. 
Cost: Free 
Booking: Online via EAGG website: www.eastangliangardengroup.co.uk. 
 
Saturday 13 March at 10.00 for 10.30 am start 
The Story of the British Oak. Lecture by Jim Paine 
Postponed from March and October 2020 
Blackbourne Centre, Elmswell IP30 9UH 
Oak trees are integral to the British countryside and valued as our most important tree. 
Jim Paine tells the story of our oak, its crucial contribution to the landscape, its rich 
cultural and historical heritage, and its value to wildlife. Jim has run Walnut Tree 
Garden Nursery, Norfolk since 1988. He previously worked at the Plant Breeding 
Institute in Cambridge, and for the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, 
where he developed and managed the Asia Pacific section of the World Protected 
Area Database for inclusion in the UN list of national parks and nature reserves.  
Cost: Members £6.00  Guests: £9.00 
Booking: Contact Gail Baker-Bates – see back cover for her contact details. 
Directions: From A14 junction 47, take A1088 towards Ixworth. Immediately at the 
roundabout take the byroad signposted Elmswell. Continue up hill, past church, fork 
left (signposted Blackbourne Centre), over railway crossing. Shortly turn right 
through housing estate to end. Plenty of parking. 

 
Thursday 18 March at 3.00 pm 
Suffolk Deer Parks. Online lecture by Dr Rosemary Hoppitt 
Deer parks were prominent features of the Suffolk landscape from medieval times 
onwards, occupying hundreds of acres of enclosed woodland and pasture. They also 
indicated the status, power and control of their owners in the landscape and society.  

Drawing on evidence from the landscape and from a rich archive of documentary 
sources, Rosemary will provide an insight into the way that the medieval landscape 
was shaped and managed to provide entertainment and reinforce status, as well as to 
satisfy society’s more utilitarian need of food and fuel. 

Rosemary studied geography and archaeology at the University of Birmingham. 
Alongside a career teaching Geography, she has been investigating the moats and 
parks of Suffolk. Her recent book, Deer Parks of Suffolk 1086-1602, based on her 
research, is reviewed by Edward Martin on p.22) 
Cost: Free 
Booking: Online via Eventbrite – see www.eventbrite.co.uk. 

http://www.eastangliangardengroup.co.uk/
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
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Summer visits 
 

 
Gardens to be visited in 2021 and visit dates are shown below. Arrangements 
both for the event format and the booking system to be used remain under 
review. Depending on government advice, it may be necessary to offer timed 
entries to limited numbers and possibly forego the usual teas. Further details 
of visit formats, timings and how to book will follow in the spring. 
 
 
Saturday 15 May  
The Old Rectory, Nacton IP10 0HY 
See article by Patience Shone on p.12 
This two-acre garden has been developed over the last 30 years from a wilderness of 
brambles and nettles, through being a playground for children, to the garden we see 
today. It is divided into distinct areas: vegetable and picking garden; large 

herbaceous borders; and a 
damp natural ‘bog’ garden 
with a spring. Formal 
hedging and topiary 
throughout the garden 
lend structure. The 
emphasis is on texture and 
colour, whilst providing a 
wonderful habitat for 
butterflies, bees and birds. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thursday 9 June 
Crowe Hall, Lower Street, Stutton IP9 2SH 
See article by Patience Shone on p.17 
Not to be confused with Crow’s Hall, our venue for the SGT garden party on 6 July, 
Crowe Hall offers fine panoramic views over the Stour Estuary and the chance to 
enjoy many garden styles and features on one site. Crenellated and pinnacled walls 
date from the 16/17th, 19th and 21st centuries. A series of 21st-century walled gardens 
includes planting designs by Tom Stuart-Smith, Christopher Bradley-Hole and Xa 
Tollemache. There is also a potager, a greenhouse and an orangery. Parkland has been 
restored and created, stretching down to the shores of the Stour Estuary, and includes 
landscaped ponds and a woodland walk. 
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Tuesday 6 July at 6.00 pm 
SGT Garden Party  
Crow’s Hall, Debenham IP14 6NG 
This is one of Suffolk’s most romantic moated halls, where we had planned to 
celebrate our 25th Anniversary in 2020. Approached through an avenue of oaks, the 
house and associated buildings date from the sixteenth century, with some later 
changes. The barn and service-range make up one side of the entrance courtyard, and 
probably form the longest timber-framed structure in Suffolk. The gardens were 
redesigned in the early 2000s by the current owners, assisted by Xa Tollemache. The 
design of the inner moat was influenced by traditional gardens, and includes a kitchen 
garden, a formal garden with dipping pool, and a courtyard that follows the lines of 
the former Hall’s foundations and south wing. The layout of the knot garden also 
follows foundations discovered during the renovations. Certain moat structures relate 
to eighteenth-century landscapes, and probably started life as medieval fish-ponds. 
 
 
Tuesday 27 July at 4.00pm 
AGM venue and garden visit 
Abbey Gardens, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LS 
During 2021 Bury St Edmunds is celebrating 1,000 years since the re-foundation of 
the Abbey by King Cnut. The site has a long history of gardening from monastic 
times. The Bury Herbal manuscript, now held in the Bodleian Library, was illustrated 
and written c.1100 at the Abbey, and is commemorated in the Pilgrim’s Herb Garden 
within the Abbey Gardens. The Gardens were home to a botanic garden, funded by 
subscription, during the nineteenth century and became a public park in the twentieth. 
Today they are renowned for their spring and summer bedding displays. During the 
summer, the Abbey Gardens will be hosting an exhibition of sculpture. 
 
 
Saturday 4 September, 2.30 pm 
Silverstone Farm, North Elmham, 
Dereham NR20 5EX 
Silverstone Farm is the home of 
George Carter, described by the 
Sunday Times as ‘one of the best 
garden designers in Britain’. Over 
almost thirty years, George has 
developed the two acres of formal 
gardens around his nineteenth-
century house and farmyard. 
Inspired by seventeenth-century 
formal gardens, the layout consists of a series of interconnecting rooms, with framed 
views and vistas designed in a simple palette of such evergreen and deciduous trees 
and shrubs as were available then. In 2019 George showed us his recent work at 
Somerleyton Hall.  This visit is a chance to see his own garden and learn more about 
his approach to developing the formal designs for which he is known. 
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Officers & Council Members 2021 
 

 
 
Patron 
The Lady Marlesford 
Marlesford Hall 
Marlesford 
Woodbridge IP13 OAU 
gmarlesford@gmail.com 
 
Chairman 
John Dyter 
Manor Farm House 
Hasketon 
Woodbridge IP13 6JA 
01394 383316 
john@dyter.net 
 
Hon Treasurer 
Rodney Baker-Bates 
The Ancient House 
Church Street 
Peasenhall IP17 2HL 
rbb@bakerbates.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary 
Paul Clarke 
Hall Cottage 
Letheringham 
Woodbridge IP13 7 RE 
01728 748349 
sgt-membership@hotmail.com 
 
Research & Recording 
Edward Martin 
10 The Walled Garden 
Sudbourne Park 
Woodbridge IP12 2AQ 
edward.martin8@btinternet.com 
 

Winter Lectures 
John & Julie Scott 
South Cottage 
Union Lane 
Wortham 
Diss IP22 2SP 
01379 650009 
julie_john@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Patience Shone 
The Old Rectory 
Harkstead  
Ipswich IP9 1DE 
07860 732349 
shonepatience@gmail.com 
 
Candy Blackham 
candyblackham@gmail.com 
 
Events Booking 
Gail Baker-Bates 
The Ancient House 
Church Street 
Peasenhall IP17 2HL 
gebb@bakerbates.co.uk 
 
Newsletter Editor 
sgt-newsletter@hotmail.com  

Bursaries 
sgt-bursaries@hotmail.com 
 
General Enquiries 
sgt.secretary@gmail.com 
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